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Uprwhwd Gmhuynmnu UYyrspjwG

UjniGyuug Upennn

t1 LnrujwGpn
OrpbywGGGrh ornp
Swidwnns wyGury

JniGhpp hwy dnnndrnh muwsdnipjwl Yty pw-
gwnhy jwrtinr ntr Juswrwd Grjrudwub-
rhg t: UhgGunuwrnid wyustn tr hwwuswsyt \wy Gytantgni
wlbGulitod ti wgntghy tmhuynmnuuwyuG wpennGarhg
utyp, nrp mwsiwywl nrnpwyh dwdwGwyw2rewGnid
Jbrwodgy t dasrnmnihswyulG wpennh, Juwrtinr nGr
Jwswrt ny ShuwyG Gryruduwup, wytr nne Gryrh Gyana-
gww(, YrpwyuwdG, dwynipuyhG wlGpni§: UjniGhph
muwisinipjwli thwnwynr 2rowlGGtrng dstyp yumyuwod t
Orptiywdaurh hpluwGuyuwG snhh gnroniGtnieyw( hts,
nrnGg hngbinr YalGsrnGa tr LnrudjwGpn:

1211 pywlwGhG QwpuwrjwlGGarh giiuugnrwd huwy-
JrugwuwlG shwgjwy gnrph dhengny wquwswgryud
UniGhpnid hwuswsytg OrpbywGGarn h2fuuuGuuyuiG
sniGp: LruGg h2fuwGnipjwlG dudwGuwlyuw2rewlGn UiniGh-
pnid GouwGuwynrytg YrpepwluwdG, S2wynipuypG, 2hGuurw-
rwluwG dh Gnr JGrGipny: SuwywuswGh swurwdpnid hwy
Gyantgnt dhwly uwGsrnmnihswwlG wpennp UniGuwg
wasrnmnihsnipeyniGp, hr Juwrtinr GarnrnidG niGaguid ny
vhwyG UyniGhph, wyitr nne Suwyyuwuswlh hngbinr, puunuwi-
pwluwG, Swynipuwyhd, Yrpwlywl qurqugliwl ua:

Unijug tmhuynmnuwywl wpennh muwsdnipjw(
OrpbywGGorh  2reowlGh  wnwGdGuwhwsynipniGGarhg
sboyG wyG t, nr GyonbgwwlG h2uwlnipeiniGG wunwyby
syuuthny dtratgwd t tng shruumtsnn h2fuwGuiuuG swG
hts, ntntiu UniGhpnid OrpbywGaarh uygpGuudnrdwG
2rowlnid: huly htswquuyni UjniGyuug GmhuynmnuGGr ni
uwtsrnmnihsGbr nurdaw htGg wyu snhdhg urnn hpfuw-
GugniGGGrn:

LrwlGghg wnwehlGp Ustthwlnu OrpGywGG tr,
nrh  wpennwwnipniGn  GwlGwynrytag Swpbih ni
‘LnrwdjwlGph pwdwlGwd wpennGorh dhwynrawdp:
Lru dwdwlGwy thnihnjunieyniGGar GG yuswrynid Guuti
UjniGyuug wpennh jurguwyhtwynis: Uhthyhuyni§ gsGynn
JwpennhynuwlwlG wpennh”™ pniquGnuul tr yupenhy
GyontghGarpG wrynn quGuquwl ghenidGorh mustuw-
nny UniGug dtsrnmnihsGbrnp danGunrnipjul hwdwr
wyibu 2thG nhdnid Xuyng Ywpnnhynuhd, ythG dayGnid Uh-
Ihyhwi: UstthwGnu OrptywGa hGpp dtnGuwnrbg hr hw-
onrn vasrnmnihshG, Gu ' hr huwenrnhG:

Bishop Abraham Mgrdtchian

The See of Siunik
and Noravank
during the Reign
of the Orbelians

An Overview

Q|

k," iunik is one of the significant regions in
!.A the history of the Armenian people.

One of the most influential Patriarchal
Sees of the Armenian Church was established
here in the Middle Ages, which played a promi-
nent role in the ecclesiastical, educational and
cultural life of the region.

A glorious page in the history of Siunik
is marked by the princely House of Orbeli-
ans, with Noravank as a spiritual center. The
Orbelian principality was established in 1211,
following the liberation of Siunik by an Arme-
nian-Georgian army headed by the Zakharids.
Their reign brought in an educational, cultural
and architectural revival. The See of Siunik,
the only Metropolitan See in Armenia, made a
great contribution to the spiritual, political, cul-
tural and educational development of not only
Siunik, but also of entire Armenia.

A characteristic feature of the history of
the Siunik Episcopacy was that the church had
close ties with the ruling principality, even in
the early years of the Orbelians in Siunik.

Subsequently, outstanding representatives
of the dynasty became bishops and metropoli-
tans of Siunik.

Stepanos Orbelian was the first to unite
the two Sees of Datev and Noravank. Changes
were also made in the status of the Siunik See
during his reign.

Because of confessional compromises
with the Byzantine and Catholic churches in
the See of Cilicia, the metropolitans of Siunik
didn’t ask the Catholicos of All Armenians for
ordination any more, and they didn’t leave for
Cilicia either.

Stepanos Orbelian himself ordained his
successor a Metropolitan, and so did the latter.






UjniGyuug wpennh OrpbywGGtrh 2rewlGh muwisinipyni-
Gn niuwGGiph t wyG wnndny, nr gnyg t swhu wuwrhhy
ti hngtinr h2fuwGnieyniGGorh hwdwgnrowygnipjw G
wrnniGuytsnipiniGp, Gytntgni nGrn nrmbGu YreuwyuG
agnroh yuqlwytrmpy, G2wynypeh qurqugluwG dinphy nid:
Awuwyuwa t G2t nr htGg OrpGywG, Mnn2jw G hpfuwGGa-
rh ni Gryrwdwuh GyGnGguywG h2juwlnipeywG™ Gmhu-
ynmnuGtrh n1 dsrnmnihsGorh hnduGuynrnieyudp
ni furwfuniuwGpny t gnrot] Guanrhg uygpGudynrynn
huyng dheGwnuwrjwl hwilwuwrwlGn, nrG wyGnihtisti
stinwthnjuytg XtrdnG, NrnsGuywlp, Swpebl UniGug
tmhuynmnuGtrhg 2wstrp htlGg wyn hwdwuwrwGh
2rowGuuwirsGtr thG, nrnGg gnroniGhnieyniGG huy wmuw-
gnyg tr GrulGg uswgwd pwrar YrenipjwlG i hhdGwynr
ghsthpGtrh: hbuy nruGp ny ShwyG wusyuwdwpuwGuuyuiG
ni JurnumbswluwG thG, wy; Gt wgquyhG-huyrtGuu-
hrwuyuwG: +rwlGnyd wrbh t puugwsrb; wlG hwuswiswi-
JwiinieyniGp, nrny UniGug wennwuGbarG nGnnhdw-
Gnid thG Uuhihyhwnid gsGynn Xuyng Juwennhynunipjw(
wnwewrjwod yrnGuohuwuwlG ni nuuwGupwGuayuwiG
GnrudinionipyniGGarpG, nernGp hrtGg hts ptrant thG Guatu-
Guwg wdwlnGorh usyborniy, JareGuyuG wrnniGpni§*
hngtinr hGpGnipjw G Ynrniws: yu GnyG dGswhngnipjuudp
thG UyniGyuug tmhuynmnuGtra ni rupniGumbtsGarp muy-
pwrnid Jwpenhly pwrngynippeyul wunwewdwrshyGtrh®
niGhpenriborh (GhwrwrGbr) naad:

UjniGhpnid OrptywGGbrn hwuswsynid§ GG UyniGuug
wpennwluw] Ustthwlnu & Dwjur £ Uuthh (1170-1216)
wowlygnipjwidp, nrn ubrs yumbtr tr hwuswst; hGymbGu
ubeniyywlG pnGwuwGarh, wylmbu [ drwg wrpniGhph
hts: Lw hr prne wneyuwl winuGuglnid t ubeniyywG
qbrh2juwlnipyniGhg wquwsygint hwudwir ninhGtr nrnGnn
Glhyni§ OrptpywGh hts ti htswuguyni§ itd odwGnuiyni-
eyniG gnyg swihu yarehGhu nrnniG™ LhmuwrhshG, UyniGhp
stnuithnjuytni, wG wqwswqgrint Gir Gnr hpjuwGusnhy
hwuswstint gnronid:

UstithwGnu a-n Swpetih JuGwyuwG 2hGnipyniGGarh

Swpkith Ywpp / Datev monastery

The Orbelian period in the history of the
Siunik See is edifying, as it shows the efficien-
cy of cooperation between secular and theo-
cratic rule, the role of the church as a prime
engine of education and a stimulus for cultural
development.

The medieval Armenian University of
Gladzor, which was subsequently moved to
Hermon, Vorotnavank and Datev, was founded
with the support of the Orbelian and Proshian
princes and the Siunik clergy.

The majority of the Siunik bishops were
graduates of the Gladzor University. Their activ-
ity was a telling example of their higher educa-
tion and sound knowledge of theology, as well
as the willingness to protect their country. This
was evidenced by the Siunik patriarchs’ per-
sistent struggle against innovation in religious
rites and profession of faith, introduced by the
Catholicosate of the House of Cilicia, which
would eventually lead to loss of spiritual iden-
tity and elimination of ancestral traditions.

The bishops and rectors of Siunik were
deeply concerned about these threats and
struggled against Catholic preachers.

The Orbelians settled in Siunik with the as-
sistance of the Patriarch of Siunik Stepanos III
Fahr El Mseh (1170-1216), who had close ties
with Seljuk rulers and the Georgian court.

He had his niece marry Elikum Orbelian,
who sought liberation from Seljuk domination.
Fahr El Mseh greatly supported Liparit, the son
of Elikum. The latter came to Siunik to liberate
it and establish a new princely statehood.

Stepanos lll proclaimed Noravank a See,
since the Datev monastery was in ruins.

During the reign of his successor Sarkis I
(1216-1242), the See split between Datev and
Noravank. On the initiative of Sarkis I, St. Ste-
phen the Precursor Church was built. Then he
went to Cilicia and, with the help of Constantin
I, Noravank was finally granted an independent
ecclesiastical status. Thus, he also managed to
secretly ratify the independence of Datev.

Sarkis remained in the monastery of Mlich
for quite a long time. Then he left for Jerusa-
lem and was martyred there by the soldiers
of Salahaddin. The incumbent Catholicos of
Datev, Hairapet 1 (1254-1296), renovated local
ruined churches and founded a school where
Stepanos Orbelian studied. Hairapet | made a
pilgrimage to Jerusalem, then Cilicia, where he
visited King Leo 1l (1270-1289).

Stepanos Orbelian (1286-1303), the son of



wdarwy hGgint mwstwnny LnrujwlGpp hwuswsnid t
nrmbu wpennw(hus: Lrw hwenrnph™ Uwrghu U-h (1216-
1242) dwlwlwly GrythGnyynid t UniGguug wpennp” Sw-
et ni Lnrudjwlp wpennwihus YaGsrnGGtrny: Uwurghu
U-h GuijuwdtnGnipjudp Junnigynid t LnrudwGph U.
Ustthwnu LGwjuwdyuwh GytntghG: %rwlGhg htsn Guw
wygbinid t upthyhw, UnuswGnhG U Awradrptrngnt §hen-
gny LnrwjwlGpn yareGuwGumbu huuuswsnid nrmbGu
wnw(GahGaytnbguwyw G yhtwy (JuryuswrwdpuyhGdp-
wiynr), wyumhuny (ntyuwyG Yarmny JuytruwgGoinyg Guuti
Swptih wnwGdhG yhtwy hGoin: Uwrghup trjwr dw-
twlwy Uhtn JulGpni§ (Uhihyhw) Gqlboinig hasn gGnid t
Grniuwntd bt wyGstin Guhwswyynid UwjwhtnnhGh ghG-
ynratrh dtnpny:

Swptinid wepnnwlwnn Suwrumbts U-n (1254-1296)
JbrwlGnrngnid t stnh wytrywo GytntghGGrp G hhdGuw-
nrnid nmrng, nir ungynrnid t Guti UstGthwGnu OrpGywGn:
Swyrumbts U-p nifuswqgGuugnieiniG t Juuswrnid Grnmuwi-
ntGy, huy wylGnihtGsti gGnid Uphihyhw tGi wygbnid pwquw-
Jnr LtinG Q-hG (1270-1289):

Swruwyh OrptGywGh nrnh UstthwGnu OrptywGn
(1286-1303), uyqpGuywl yrenyeyniGG uswGuwiny Swpb-
iy, 1280 p. LnrwywlGpnid dtnGwnrygnid t yniwwwyrnG
pwhwGuw: Wn dudwlGuwy (1282-1284 pp.) dhelGunuwrh
hwy [unpnrugnyG rwpniGumbtsGorhg dGyn Lbrutu
U2tghG hwuswsyt) tr Gquudnrni§, nir tr nhdnid t Ustithwi-
Gnupn” Jwswrbugnroybint hwdwr: Gquadnrnid unynrnid
t Oh pwGh swrh b1 Lrubu U2tgnig JurnumtswuwG
quwquwil uswlnd: drwlhg htsn® 1285 pywlwGhd,
Guw pGsrgnid t UniGpug wpennwyuw) ti dGnGunrnipjuwG
hwdwr ninGinrgni§ Uphihyhw, nir 9Grd pnGnniGanieiniG t
gslnid LGinG & pwquynrh dns: ©wquynri wunwouwir-
ynid t UstithwGnu OrptywGhG gpuntgGh Yuupennhynuw-
JwlG pwthnir quhp, puyg Gw, ghswygainy UjniGhpnid
hraG umuwunn gnroh JurtinrnieyniGp, GGrdnid t:

‘LnrpGshr Juwpennhynu UnuswGnhG A Yuwsniytgni
(1286-1289) wnw9ehlG gnrotrng vayG t |hGnid Ustthwi-
Gnu OrptywGhG abnGunrgpn nrmbu «.dbsrumoihs

-'-":-."_"“'"'""'.'-:""l_-'-ﬂn:p-:-'., -.-=: == -

Tarsayich Orbelian, received primary educa-
tion in Datev. He was ordained a celibate priest
in 1280, in Noravank. At that time Nerses of
Mush (1282-1284), one of the major medieval
rectors, had settled in Gladzor.

Thus, Stepanos Orbelian applied to Glad-
zor University for training.

He studied at Gladzor for several years
and received a vardapet’s staff from Nerses of
Mush. Subsequently he was elected patriarch
of Siunik in 1285 and went to Cilicia for ordina-
tion. He received an enthusiastic welcome by
King Leo IlII, who offered him the vacant ca-
tholicossal throne. Realizing the importance of

Oppliyw00tph ghOwOwbp Lnpwywbpnud / The Orbelians’ coat of arms at Noravank

Nwpnb Uwpquh nwwwbwpwnp / Baron Sarkis's tombstone

~



uto wpennnyG UhiGtwg h Jarwy wying mhuynmnuwgg,
nrp JuyhG wus ti wlGn ndwGp h Juyng éanr tGi ndwGp h
Swptr!: Npwnrniejul wrdwGh t wG thwusnp, nr Ust-
thwlGnu OrptGywGnp GowGwyyni§ t ny ShuyG nrmbu vas-
rnmnhs UjniGyuug, wytl «...mnuiswidruuiGstu muwsrhuwir-
phG NXwyng, wyupGpG™ Gujuwpenn |GG G gnifu waaGuuyG
Gmhuynmnuwg Nuyng»?, Jud «.mnnsndrnlstu Xuyng
Utowg»?: cus \r. UGwnjwGh, hniGurtGhg thnjuuunguwd
mnnsnbdrnGstiu pwnn GowGuwynid t «wnwohG funrhnn
Jwd juGuldwyuwp4, huly pus <wyjugbwlG» punwrwGh®
«nrmtu pt UnwohG unhwywlG uGudwyuwy, ti Jurdw-
mbts, Jurnumbus, niuni§Guutr, hGwuswutr ti 6gGuuinr»s:
UGnrunwnGuwny wju hwrghlG, Uwnwphw OrdwGuwa
urpwquwGn grnid t, nr §hGy wyn WGhh GmhuynmnuGtrpG
tr Jarumuwhyuwd GujuwpennnipiniGn Suwng Jwennhyn-
unipjulG Upihyhwnid gsGuo dwdwGuy, «puyg UGhG
htsghtst Ynrniuwd tr hr JuwrbinrnipehiGp, Gi UhiGhph
nhrpp GnrtG pwurdrugwd tr OrpblGwGGarniG™ Udpwsh
G Swruwyhth 2Gnrhhi»e:

Uty swrh upihyphuwnid dGunig htsn UstthwlGnu
OrptywGn JarunwnGnid t huyrtGh Gryrwudwu: Swpb-
th mhuynmnuGtrp thnrénid GG UstthwlGnu OrptywGp®
Swptih ti LnrujwGph wpennGarp sShwynrgint dSrwgra-
rp fJunynGnnst, uwuwyG Gu JurnnwiGnid§ t uswGuip Guuti
Gryrh pGnhwGruyuw@G strtrn® dnGnnp juwGtrh hwdw-
AuyGnipjniGn ti hr hnr' Swruwht h2juwGh odwlGnwyni-
pjwip Gnrhg shwynrb] UniGug wpennp: NGswquuynid
UstthwGnu Orpbyw GG hr muwistnipyuwl vty Jyuywpbrnid
[ Swptih ni LnrujuwGph Gnpuyrwuw G hwrwptrnie)niG-
GGrh uygpniGpGarh uwhdwGnidp. «ARuyg wyu Gryniup
hwdwr i §Gy GmhuynmnunipeyniG mhsh (hGh™ dGY wnwe-
Gnrnny n1 h2funnny. Gi ny nr tmhuynmnu (hGh, yhuwdur-
awyyh Gryni huywgpnyg ni Grynt dspny Guyb urwGg”
ubyh Gqusiwip wnwyb hng swGginy: Wyu swG vt nju
nt GwjuwGad ymhsh (hGaG, urwuGg YrnGuynrGbarp ymhsh
wubiG. «rn1 swpbtiwugh tu uwd GnrudwGpgh», wy mhsh
1hGGG sty wGad tr way uhrs»”: Orpbyw GG hGpG t hwuduiswi-
rhd t GGnid wyu MuuyBwGhG: Wyu 2rewlnid UniGhpnid Gnr
pwh t uswGni§ 2hGwrwrnipniGp, pninG dSwnynid§ t wm-
rnid GyanGgww G n1 GowynipuyhG YwlGpn:

Uhihyhwyni§ wpnnwlywinn Gnr jupnnhynu &rhgnr
UGwdwrqtgnig (1293-1307) 1297 pywlwlGGtrnG uswg-
Juwo Guiiwynd wnwewryynid tr nuujuGuupuwGuiuwiG gh-
onibGtr Juswrb hnyG GytntgniG: drw G h muwswujuw G
UstthwGnu OrpbywGn UniGhph ni hwrwyhg 2rewGGa-

1 Ustthwilinu OrpbitwG, MwsdniphilG GuhwGqghG Uhuwluid,
©oh$hu, 1910, tp 313:

2 'Lnyd stnniy, ty 351:
3 Lnyl stnniy, te 17:

4 \r. UGwnjwa, \wytrtG wrdwswlwl pwunwrwd, h. <, Graiud,
1979, lp 108:

5 Lnr Rwnqghrp \wjwqtiwuG (tignih, h. 2, Grtiwd, 1981, tg 661:
6 U. ordwywl, Ugqumuwsniy, h. U, U. E98hwohG, 2001, t 1701:

7 Ustthw(nu Orptywd, UiniGhph muwsaniejnilG, pwrqduwiniyejni-
Gn, Garwdnipiniln ti SwlnpwqrnipyniGatrp U. Upruwhwyjwah,
Grhiwd, 1986, Iy 375:

the work that awaited him in Siunik, Stepanos
Orbelian refused the offer.

One of the first tasks of newly elected Ca-
tholicos Constantin II (1286-1289) was the ordi-
nation of Stepanos Orbelian as a Metropolitan
of the Great See of Siunik and the leader of the
Episcopate in Vayots Dzor and Datev.

Referring to this question, His Beatitude
Maghakia Ormanian wrote that when the Ar-
menian Catholicosate was in Cilicia, the Great
See was under the jurisdiction of the bishops
of Ani.

However, Ani gradually lost its significance
and Siunik gained power once again, owing to
Smbat and Tarsayich Orbelian.

After having spent a year in Cilicia, Stepa-
nos Orbelian returned to his native land. The
bishops of Datev impeded Stepanos Orbelian’s
intention to unite the Sees of Datev and Nora-
vank, but he succeeded in reuniting the See of
Siunik with the permission of the country’s Mo-
gul rulers and the support of his father, Prince
Tarsayich.

Later, Stepanos Orbelian defined the prin-
ciples of friendly relations between Datev and
Noravank in his History. There should be one
episcopacy for these two monasteries, with
one leader. And the bishop dare not be par-
tial towards any of the two. Neither should he
care more for one or the other. There should
not be envy or hostility in this house. The
priests should not say, "You are of Datev or of
Noravank." They should be united like a single
heart. Orbelian was faithful to this principle.
During this period, cultural and ecclesiastical
life, as well as construction, reached a pinnacle
in Siunik.

In 1297, the new Catholicos of Cilicia re-
ceived a letter from Gregory of Anavarza (1293-
1307) suggesting diplomatic compromises
with the Greek Church.

In response to it, Stepanos Orbelian con-
vened a meeting of bishops, vardapets and
princes from Siunik and the neighboring towns,
called the First Council of Noravank. The Coun-
cil unanimously denied the demand of Grego-
ry of Anavarza.

Orbelian disproved the orientation of Cili-
cia, based on hard facts and, on behalf of the
Armenian Church’s profession of faith, ended
his speech as follows: "We'd rather descend to
Hell than ascend to Roman Heavens."

This letter played a significant role in pre-
serving the principles of profession of faith and



rh  tmhuynmnuGtrh, JwrnumbtsGbrh G hpfuwGGGrp
“wuluwygnipyuidp gnidwurnid ' LnrujuwGph wnwenG dn-
nnyn, nir ShwdwyG yarmnyg nrnpgnid t strdogp UGuwaduwar-
qtgni GnrudnionipeiniGGarh mwhwGen: OrpGywGn huwy
tytntgnit nwujwGwlGph wGuwuwlnipjwl nhrptrhg hha-
Guudnr thwustrny dtrdnid t yhihyjw G oswurwdininipjniGn
G1 junupp Ggruthwynid «XuwG Gap dtp pln dtr hwruG
h ndnjuu hpwGh| G ny nGn Xnnndng jaryhGu GuuuGhp pw-
ntrny: Wu Guidwyp ywuthwqulg dad GowGuiynieyniG t
niGtGnid Ywy GUtntgnt nrpggruud nuwuduwGupwGuywG
uygpniGpGtrh n1 GyGntgww G-wuqquuhG urpwugnroyud
wduwlnnyplarh mwhmuwGiwG gnronid:

UstithwGnu OrptywGh 2rewGhg ujuwd, UGwduwrqtb-
gni gnroGiuyarmh muwstuwnny, UniGug dGsrnmnihs-
GGrG ni GmhuynmnuGtrp dtnGuinrnieywi hwduwr wytiu
JthG nhdini Swyng Jupennhynupd, ythG styGnis upihyhuw,
wy JnirwpwGyinir stsrnmnihs danGuinrnid tr hr hwgnr-
nhG:

UnGnniGarh shrumbtsnipyuwl muydwGGornid Ujni-
Guwg hngtinr hpjuwlnipywl hwuswsniG hrwujuwywG
JuwrguyhtuwyG umuwhnydgint hwdwir OrptyuwGaara nlGs-
rnid GG hnguinr ti wpjuwrhhy h2juwlnipywG jnirornGuuy
gnignrniwl ninhG: Swruuwht h2juwlGpn nrnniG™ Ustthw-
Gnu OrptywGhG nwrdGnid t Swptih, LnrujwGph, Sw-
fuwgpwrh ni Urwstiuh huyrtGustr: hGymtu wyu SuuuhG
UstthwGnu OrptywGa t grniy, «..hwGauwy tr puudhG dwi-
nwlGgniptwlG dtq qubnruyuG hirny h2juwGnieGuwGG
qSwphtl, gunrudwlu, gSwnuwgpuwr, gurwshu i quuyua
wiGGuuy Gr»®:

hul dnGnni h2junn UrnniGp hwuswsnid t uyn hruw-
yniGpp («JbrushG hwuswstwg h dtqg gpnjuGnuiyG: yr-
yhG pouwlGniptwdp’ hngtinr ti GurdGuinry): Uhwdw-
dwlwl hngtinr i w2uwrhphy h2fuwlGniyeyniG Jurbint
hrwyniGpp thnfjuwGgytig UstthwGnu OrptywGh hwenrn-
GarpG, nrnGp Orptyw G snhdh GaryuwywgnighyGar thG: -
swprphr t, nr OrptywG snhihg utirnn UniGyug hwgnrn
GmhuynmnuGtrG hruywGuwglbingy hngtinr G w2fuuar-
hhy h2luwGnipyniG, hrtGg hngtinr (@GnGunrniejwG duw-
twlwly uswgwod) wiGwin gniguhtn mwhmuGnid§ thG

8 UstithwGnu Orpbitwd, ty 352:

national traditions adopted by the Armenian
Church.

The metropolitans and bishops of Siunik
didn’t ask the Armenian Catholicos for ordina-
tion and didn’t leave for Cilicia any more dur-
ing the reign of Stepanos Orbelian, as a result
of the position taken by Gregory of Anavarza.
Instead, each metropolitan ordained his own
SuUCCeSSOtr.

In order to ensure sustainable juridical sta-
tus for the clergy of Siunik during the Mongol
domination, the Orbelians opted for a combi-
nation of secular and spiritual power.

Prince Tarsayich appointed his son Stepa-
nos Orbelian the Patriarch of Datev, Noravank,
Tsakhatskar and Arates, which was confirmed
by the Mongol Prince Arghoun.

Stepanos Orbelian’s successors were en-
dowed with the right to secular and theocratic
rule. They were descendants of the Orbelian
dynasty.

Interestingly enough, subsequent Siunik
bishops from the Orbelian family maintained
their Christian names alongside their ordina-
tion names.

Thus, they were referred to by two names,
such as Hovhannes-Orbel, Stepanos-Tarsayich,
Stepanos-Sultanshah and Stepanos-lvane.

Noravank was the See of Stepanos Or-
belian, where he wrote his illustrious History.
He was the patron of talented master Momik,
who, working in Noravank, had illuminated an
exceptional gospel at his behest. Momik also
had built churches and created cross stones
by order of Armenian princes and princesses.
However, Stepanos Orbelian attached great im-
portance to Datev, where he had built St. Greg-
ory Church and ordered gigantic bells for the
monastery.

Stepanos Orbelian died in 1303 and was

UwOpwOywpbtp Unbthwbnu Oppbywah hwdwp gpywd dEnwagphg, 1302p. (Vwwnblwnwpwb)

Miniatures from manuscript written for Stepanos Orbelian, 1302 (Matenadaran)
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U. Unbithw(nu GYtintighl / St. Stepanos Church

Guiti w2 Juwrhwyw G wlniGGarn, nrnd wnwewGnid tr jnir-
orhGwly GrywlGniG® XnyhwGGtu-Orpt|, Ustthwlnu-Swr-
uwyht, UstthwGnu-UnipwGwh, UstthwGnu-hjuwiGh:

Ustithw(nu OrpbywGh wpnnwGhusnp LnrwujwGp(G
tr, wyustin tf grg t hr GowGwynr muwsitnieiniGp: Lrw
hnguwiGuinrjwG tr GnrudjwlGpni§ w2uwsnn puuqiuiR-
Gnrh Undhynp, nrp UstithwGnu OrpbywGh hwGadGuirurni-
Pywidp grt nt mwsyGruquwrnt) t Sh puugwnhy wndtnG
UdGswrw(G, huy OrptywG swG hpfluwGGbrp ni hpfuwGni-
hhGtrh muwsytrnyg yuunnigb GyanGghGar, Yarsg fuwuypuwi-
rtr: UwuluwyG UstthwGnu OrpbywGn u 6o nipuwnrnieyniG tr
nwiraGnid SwptihG, nir yunnigb) t U. Grhgnr Gyantghd,
JwilGph hwudwr mwsyhrt hujuyuwyuwG quGqghr:

1303p. Swhwgwd UstithwGnu OrptywGhG® hwgnr-
nnid t Grw hnronpuwyr hqwGoh pnnp” X\nghwGGtu-Orpt-
In (1300-1324), nrG wpwybrsh] t Guwyh LytgniG ti nb-
ntiu UstithwGnu OrptpgwGh YalGnwlnipjulG dudwGuy
Gwluwyyt; nrmtu UniGyuug hwenrn dasrnmnihs: Lw
Gnipwmbu odwGnuwybl t Gquudnrh hwdwuwrwGha, Gng
wyn hwdwhwywwG yreovswlun hnjwGuwynrnnGarhg
utyn: \nyhwGGtu-Orpbh dwuhG Undhyh grwd dh hhpw-
swurwlnid wugnid b «Str Oormgih 3ndJuwt™ Jarwst-
uny quhtrtg Grhg wennng” Swpeting ti LnrujwGhg ti
Swnuwgpuwrn)” gunifu GrynswuwlG quuwquug»'©: Xtlg
\nyhwGGGu-Orpgih muwsytrny ff Undhyn 1321 pywyuw-
GhG Ywnnighy t UrtGhh U. QusuowdhG gtinwiptG Gyt-
ntghaG:

9 Ustithwlinu OrptywGh” Lnrwyduwlph quypenid mwhmuwd-
Jwd swmuwGuipuwrh yrw qrwo b «b pyhu Q0L (1303). wyju t
2hrhd jwulGqpustiwG dtdh dtsruumuwiihshl UhiGawg UstithwiGn-
uh» (‘vhJwG hwy yhdwqgrnieywiG, mr. 3, juuqutg U. Lwrjuninuw-
rjwd, Grhiwd, 1967, tp 233):

10 A Catalogue of Medieval Armenian Manuscripts in the United
States, By Avedis K. Sanjian, Los Angeles-London, 1976, p. 85.

buried in Noravank. His cousin Ivane’s grand-
son Hovhannes-Orbel (1300-1324) took over.
The latter had apprenticed at Isaiah Nich and
was acknowledged as Stepanos Orbelian’s
successor during the latter’s lifetime.

Hovhannes-Orbel sponsored the Univer-
sity of Gladzor, the pan-Armenian cultural col-
ony.

There is mention of Hovhannes-Orbel in a
colophon by Momik: “Father Hovhannes-Orbel,
Patriarch of three major Sees, i.e. Datev, Nora-
vank and Tsakhatskar and twelve bishops.”

By order of Hovhannes-Orbel, the Areni
church of the Holy Virgin was built in 1321.

During the reign of Hovhannes-Orbel, the
delegate of Constantin Il (1307-1322) came to
Siunik in order to reach a compromise with the
Catholic Church.

To this end, the Second Council of Nora-
vank was convened, headed by the Metropoli-
tan, and the delegate returned with a refusal.

Demands of the Cilician court and Ca-
tholicosate for profession of faith and ritual
compromises were soon followed by the real
threat of conversion, when Catholic preachers
appeared in Kirna and neighboring towns, and
launched a massive proselytizing campaign,
joined by allied Armenian clergy.

Hovhannes-Orbel, along with his succes-
sors and rectors, Isaiah of Nich and his pupils
as well as Hovhannes of Vorodan and Gregory
of Datev, made every effort to halt that destruc-
tive course.

The next Metropolitan of Siunik, Stepanos-
Tarsayich (1314-1331), the nephew of Stepanos
Orbelian’s brother Jelal, had also apprenticed
to Isaiah of Nich.

When Hovhannes-Orbel was still alive,
they both struggled against the Monophysites
and supported the Gladzor University.

In fact, noble bishops of the Orbelian dy-
nasty became the owners of these monaster-
ies, inheriting the See of Siunik.

Stepanos Orbelian and his two direct suc-
cessors, Hovhannes-Orbel and Stepanos-Tar-
sayich, were the three outstanding Metropoli-
tans of Siunik, who made valuable contribu-
tions to the spiritual and ecclesiastical progress
of the region.

However, difficulties occurred as a result
of changes in the political situation as well as
in theocratic rule.

After the Muslims had assassinated Bish-
op Stepanos Sultanshah (1370’s), the great-



N\nyhwGGGu-Orpgih dudwGuwy Uhihyhwhg UniGhp
t quhu UnuswGnhG & UGuwrwgni (1307-1322) muwsyh-
rwyn” Juwpenhy GytntgniG wrdgihp ghgnisGarh muwhuwG-
ony, nrh hwdwr dasrnmnihsh gijuwynrnipjudp gniwir-
Jni§d t ‘tnrwjwlGph Gryrnrn dnnnyn, ti SGronnuyuiG
muwiswujuwl ninwryynis: UpihlywG wrpniGhph ni uw-
ennhynunipjwl nujuwGwpwGulywG nt ShuwywG ghen-
nwiywlnipjul muwhw(GeGurhG 2nisny shwGnid t wjjuunuwi-
JuwilGnipywlG hruywG yswGqgn, Grp LnGuuynid ni 2rowjua
pGwywduyrtrnid huysGynid GG Ywpenhy pwrnghyGGr
ti hraGg 2nirgn hwdwunh hwy hngtinruyuGaar hwuduwi-
ptind (wG pwrngynipniG ujunis: XngyhwGGGu-Orpbyn,
GrwG hwenrnwo GmhuynmnuGbrp, rwupniGumbs Guwi-
Jh LyaghG hr uwGbrngd nit wmuw X\nyhwG NrnsGaghG ti
arhgnr SwptiughG hrtGg wwytrsGtrp hts Ghwupd,
hGuruugnr wdtlG 9wGp n1 Sheng gnrownrnid GG wrqgbt-
nt hwdwir wyn yGuwuwuwr nGewgpn:

UjniGyug hwgnrn dtsrnmnihs UstthwGnu-Swruw-
Jh6p (1314-1331)° Ustithwlnu OrpbywGh Quu Gnpnr
nrnh(, GnyGmbu wpwybrsh t Guwyh LyagniG: vbntiu Xny-
hwGGtu Orpth YalGnwlnipyuwlG ornp Grw hts muypuirbg
t niGhpenrGarh ntyd, odwGnuiyt Gyuwénrp hwudwuwruwGh
gnroniGtnipjwGn: Uh hhpwswlwrwGnid UstthwGnu-
Swruwyhfin Yynygnid t «str tr yarustiuniy quuhtrtg tr ginifu
wrhhtrhg wpennnju UhiGGwg Swpeting Gt LnrujwGhg Gi
Swifuwugpuwrn), mts GrynswuwlG quuwnuwg»': dwusn-
rtG UniGguug wpennp dwnw(gtbint thengny wyu JuGptrh
str GG nwrdb OrptywG snhdh h2fuuGuugniG Gmhuynmn-
uGrp:

UstithwGnu OrptywGn ti Gruw Grynt wGshgwyuwiG hwi-
onrnGborn” \nyhwGGtu-Orptbn ti UstthwGnu-Swruuwyhtn
UniGgug dasrnmnihsnipjw( Grop [unpnr ntdptbrG GG,
nrnGp wGqgGuwhuwstbh nbr GG yuswrb Gryrudwuh hngb-
inr-tytntguywG YwlGph dwnyiwl hwdwr: LrwlGghg

11 L. vwyhlyjwl, 0% nwrh huytrtl danwqrtrh hhpwswluwi-
rwdaaar, Graiwd, 1950, tg 231:

grandson of Stepanos Orbelian’s brother and
the grandson of Burtel the Great, the See of Si-
unik was temporarily governed by the rectors
of the University, Hovhannes of Vorodan and
Gregory of Datev.

Despite unfavorable political conditions,
Hovhannes of Vorodan and Gregory of Datev
managed to preserve the Armenian univer-
sity, transferring it from one place to another
(Vorodnavank, Arakunis and Datev), to create

Unpwiywlpp hwpwi-wpbittphg / Noravank as viewed from the southeast

fuwgpwn / Cross-stone



htisn, uwyuwyG, pwnwpwuwl hrughtwyh thnihnfudwG
htstiwGpny nddwrnipjniGGar GG wnwewglh Gubtr Gyt-
ntgwuwG h2juwlGnipywlG hwdwr: Ustthwlnu OrpbywGh
tGnpnr onnGnrnh Gi Anirpt] UGOH (1304-1344) pnn UsL-
thwlnu-UnijpwG2uwh tmhuynmnup”™ dwhdGnuyuwGGtrn
adtnpny umuwGnipeyniGhg hGsn (14-rn n. 70-wywlG pYyw-
yuwGaar) UniGyuug wpennp dudwGuuynrumbu Junw-
Juwirdgy t stnumuhGarh®™ huyng JurnumbtswruwGh ruw-
pniGumbtsGar XnyhwG NrnsGtgnt G Grhgnr Swpbiwugni
“hengny: JGuywd pwunwpwlwl wlpwrtG@muus muij-
dwGaournG’ X\nghwG NrnsGaghG ni arhgnr SwptiwughG
Jwrnnwgly GG stinhg stin hnjuwnrytinyg (MrnsGuyjuwGp,
umrwyniGhu, Swptl) mwhmuwia hung hwudwjuwrw-
Gp, ustinot] wusywowpwGuywG trytbr, pnGnorhGuiytby
sw| pwgluwpehy dGnwgqgrtr, Yreb hwrynirugynr uwGarh:
14-15-rn nurbrnid pwgh OrptywGGtrhg hwlntu GG Gyt
GmhuynmnuGtr wy| snhltrhg:

OrpbywGGarph dSwnydwG 2rewGhG hwenrnt GG nd-
JwrhG dwdwGuwyGtr: 15-rn nwrh uygpGtrhg GruwGp
hwwowlGpltrh GG GGpwryyb, tr h2juwGGarn Gh Gwuup
quinphl t LruuswG: UyniGjuug wpennn phtbr grygb t hnguw-
GunrnipjniGhg, uwyuyG 2wrniGuiyt] t gnroniGtinieyni-
Gn, gnrwgrt dnnnyrnh nghG, muwhmuwGa nmrngGarn:

Orptyw JorohG 2wunwyhnGtrhg Nniuswidn br uynt-
Gtgh GyontgwywG gnropyGtrn ttdowmtu Gmuwiusty GG
1441 p. UdtGw)(G Suyng Jupennhynuwyw G wpennp U. £9-
“hwolnis Jarwhwuswstint gnrohG:

Nejunwiynpltiph fuwgkipp U. Uuinywowshl

theological works, make copies of numerous
manuscripts and educate hundreds of pupils.

In the 14th-15th centuries there were bish-
ops from other dynasties besides the Orbeli-
ans.

Hard times followed the period of prosper-
ity of the Orbelians.

In the early 15th century, they were perse-
cuted and some princes were forced to flee to
Georgia.

Although the See of Siunik was deprived
of its continued activity, it encouraged the peo-
ple and preserved the schools.

The last representative of the Orbelian dy-
nasty, Roustam, as well as the Siunik clergy,
contributed greatly to the re-establishment of
the Armenian Patriarchal See in Holy Etchmi-
adzin in 1441.

tiytintignt wwwnhb / Crosses carved by pilgrims on a wall of St. Astvatsatsin Church




UstthwGnu
orpbGywlGnp
LnrujuwlGph
uwuhG

JniGyuug dasrnmnihs Ustthwlnu OrptywGn ny
“huwyG GywGuwynr GyanGgwuwG gnrohy tr, wy-
a1 puuglwirngniG htnhGuy, wusyuwdwpuwl, mwsshy, pui-

Guuustino: Lrw grwywl dwnwGgnipniGp quirdwGuwip-
nrtlG Garnuw2Guy t Grw GynGguywG-ugquyhG gnroni-
GGnipjwln: NrmbGu hngtinr mts ni Guti punwpuwyuwini-
Pjwln dns JuGqGuwo gnropy, wlhrwdt2swpwr mhsh
stnjwy (hGGr muwsinipywln, niush hujuywyuG wuw-
snipjwlp grh t UniGug wnwdtb] wdpnnewlwl muws-
UnipyniGn: Awgh wyn Juqgubp t 1193-1290 pp. nGngrynn
Uh wnwGdhG dudwGwlywgrnipiniG: NrmbGu wusyudwi-
pwG-stuwpwG Gi Xwy Gyantgn: Jurnwmbsnipyjwl w-
swgny grigg t «\wujutwnniphiG nGnntd GrjuwupGuiyug» br-
Un (1302 p.) Gyhrqwd puwnyannGuiuGnipywG tr wunulGn-
Gbrh htrpdwGn, huy lowywsnir Uoywntgnt muwsyarny®
«Nwstwn dnnnyn)G LunytnnGh» gnropn:

NArmbu huyrGGhph Gwywswagrny dswhng dwrn ni
uto huyrtGuuutr grp t «Nnp h Unirp UweninhytG» (1300
P.) pwlGwustndonipeniGn, nir, Unirp E9dhwolGh swuwrd
wGdGwynrtiny, Gruw pruGnd nnpnid t wGuwiunieyniGhg
qrjjuwd SwywuswGh yhtuwyp, yupnnhynuuu G wpnnh
swrwghr |hGGn, ShuwdwdwGuy ghrnigwG Gnud hwy dn-
nnyrnhG yny t wulGnd hwdwjudpyb hr 2niren, wynstn ya-
ruwhwuswsh \uyng puquynrwyuwl guhnp G huyyrwumG-
swwl wpennn: Lwjwstuwwl ngbinrnipyuudp wujuwir-
stin hr junupn® UstithwGnu OrpbywGn grnid t, nr Gt
Uwpnnhyth YnyhG wywGouwnir (hGoiny huy dnnnynirnnp
«pGhg quirpih», umuw Gru wumuwquwl wGpuwG wy Yih-
Gh, nr wyitiiu Yurhp 2h thGh GuiuyhG thunpp hhtin:

Awgwnpy t UstthwlGnu OrptywGh nbrp hwy mus-
dwgrnipjwl vty ny dhuwylG nrmbu UniGhph muwsypy,
wytr muwisuniejwl Gyusiwip htswgnsww G yarwptbr-
uniGp niGtgnn htnhGuy: 1297-hG LnrujuwGpnid wyuwir-
swo hr «hwsuniehiG GuwhwGghG UhuwuwG» YynpnnuyhG
w2fuwsnipjwl vty Gw Garyuywgrh) t UniGhph pGngr-
yniG muwsitnieyniGG n1 wpfuwrhwgrnieyniGn, nrh hwdwr
ogswagnrob t ny ShuyG Guifunrn muwsdpyGtrh Grytrn,
wyltt nhywGuwiywiG Gynietr, GudwyGar, yhdwgrbr i wy G:
UjniGyuug muwstnipywl dte G pugihgu winrwnuwradbg
t “stsrnmnihswwlG wpennwGhus LnrujwGphG: Usnrt
Gorjuyuwglnid tlGp UstithwlGnu OrptywGh Muwsinipejwl
nrn? pwunyuoplar, w2uwurhwpwr judpwgrud pwrg-
“wlnipjwip, nrnGp yaruptrnid GG 'LGnrujuwGphG:

YuwrtlG UwpunuwG

Stepanos Orbelian
on Noravank

"Qa |

k,‘l tepanos Orbelian, Metropolitan of Siunik,
!.Ai was not only a distinguished clergyman,
but also a theologian, historian and poet. His
clerical and national activity is in striking har-
mony with his literary heritage. As a spiritual
leader and political figure, he had to be well
versed in history.

Orbelian wrote the complete history of
Siunik in a magnificent work. Furthermore, he
compiled a separate chronology, including the
years 1193-1290. As a theologian-theoretician
and a supporter of the doctrine of the Arme-
nian Church, Stepanos Orbelian created works
criticizing churches that abided by the resolu-
tions of the Council of Chalcedon, such as the
"Disapproval of Chalcedonianism" (1302) and
the
commissioned by Khachatur Kecharetsi.

As a patriotic man who was deeply con-
cerned about the fate of his homeland, Orbelian

"Reason for the Chalcedonian Council"

wrote the poem "Lament for Holy Katoghike (the
Mother See of Holy Etchmiadzin)" (1300). Here,
through personification of Holy Etchmiadzin, he la-
ments about Armenia deprived of independence
and the See of the Catholicosate in exile. Orbelian
calls upon the Armenians scattered around the
world to unite behind him, re-establish the royal
throne and the patriarchal seat in Siunik.

Orbelian ends his speech with optimistic
inspiration, hoping that the people of Armenia
will listen to the lament of Katoghike and awak-
en from their slumber. Thus, they would have
a better future, and there would be no need to
remember its glorious past.

Stepanos Orbelian played an important role
not only as the historian of Siunik in Armenian
history, but also as a researcher in this field.

In 1297 he presented the complete history
and geography of Siunik in the historiographic
masterpiece "History of Siunik."

Orbelian used not only the sources of pre-
vious historians, but also materials, letters and
lithographs from archives. He repeatedly re-
ferred to the Metropolitan Seat of Noravank.

See below for extracts from Orbelian’s his-
tory on Noravank, translated and edited in mod-
ern Armenian.

Karen Matevosyan
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Unpwywph dnpp / Ravine of Noravank

,. 1

G U. Onljwu Jwwnninh dwuh

UrwGhg 2ws dwilwGuyGor wnwyg, Jwn orbtr ni
tGrywr swrhGtr h Jbr wyG Gan nit wGdniy dnruyni§ sh
hwrduwr stnnid yunniggwo tr §h Gyantgh™ Yruwwnuwiju
pwrtrny® Unirp Ywrwmbtsh wGuidp, hnyd upwGyG-
lugnro, wagntghy nit wGuwGh 2rewjuu uwhdwGGGrnid:
‘Lrw 8ns pfunid tr pungrwhwd Sh wnpynir, Gr wdpnn9
anrp qurnurdwo tr wyghGarny ni puwGadrwjuhs msnuw-
sn1 dwnbtrnd:

‘LnyG dnrniy, juhs pwrwynystrh “ae ur Gubtr dh
wy] Gybntgh® Juwnnigquwd <Pnuwu unirp huwyrwumbsh
wdwipn: G Gyantgnt Wby, ptdh swyhg dh phy gnir tr
pluni, nrh htis pnidhy dbe tr nniru quuthu: Urw SwuhG
2ws hhG wjwGnnipyniGGorhg hdwgwGp, pb unirp hwyj-
rwumbts enyjuwuh G2fuwrdtrhg ptrygg ni wylstbn tr pwn-
Jt|, nrh wGjuwidp b stnp &njuu Ynyytag: drwu quurdwGua-
Ih hrw2pGtr tr yuuswirnid. wdkl stuwyh guwdbrp, nrnGg
pnidniip dwrnyuwGg ynnihg wGhGuwrhG tr, hGymbGu gn-
nnipE)niGG nt pnrnsnipejniGn, Grjwr dudwGuwyyu GGluwd
ni wumuwwGuwo Jarpbrp, hwjwsny wyustn GynnGaraG
wyn orny [Jugybihu nt dgeny odoytihu pnidynid thaG, huy
ubnGgnt GGpwlywiGbrp” wGihgwmbu JuijutwGynid tha:
WUju muwistwnny tf wyn stinh hwdpwyn fuhus hnywuyyuid
tr wdpnny Gryrnid:

U. UnGthwOnu Lwjuwyyuw GYGntgne
Junnigdw dwuhl

Str Uwrghupn Jbag hwrjnir JupuniGhhGqg pywyuw-
GhG (1216 p.) LnrwuwdjwlGpni§ gnwstup] Gytntgnt hhdp

LnpwywGph U. Yupwuwtn hl|hrlli-gnl-

On St. Karapet Church of
Noravank and St. Pokas Chapel

St. Karapet Church, built of mortar, was
erected many years ago in a picturesque loca-
tion of a narrow and remote ravine.

The splendors of the church were known
beyond its borders. A freshwater spring ran
near it and the whole gorge was covered with
orchards.

Another church named after Patriarch Po-
kas was built in the same gorge. Water con-
taining medicinal oil flowed from beneath the
altar of this church. Old legends tell that it mi-
raculously effected cures; it healed diseases
that people suffered from, like leprosy and de-
caying wounds. Hopefuls came here to wash
themselves and anoint their bodies with oil,
after which they were cured. Meanwhile, those
who were close to death immediately passed
away.

That is why this miraculous place was
known throughout the country.

On the Construction of
St. Stepanos Nakhavka

In 1216, Fr. Sarkis laid the foundation of
a picturesque church called Noravank by or-
der of Elikum, the son of Grand Prince Liparit
from the renowned Orbelian dynasty of Geor-
gia. He had the majestic church of St. Stepanos
Nakhavka built with eight circular altars inside.



[ nGniy® hrwudwGny ni1 odwlGnuwynipjuldp Gihynish, nr
nrnhG tr §6o h2luwGuwg h2luwG Lhmuwrhsh, drwg wp-
fuwurhhg GUwo Orptywl YGd GuhwmtswywG snhdhg:
3np swrh w2uwstiny wjwrsnid t hrwpwyarm ytrs-
Jwopny, Garuni nip funrhrnudnr funrwGGGr niGGgnn
Unirp Lwjuwdyuwyjh wGduwdp tyanoghG: Lw puugni§ wir-
nyniGuwyts n1 traiaih gnrotrhg htasn gGnid t Uph hyhw, Swi-
Jng pwurbmui2s wrpw \Genidh dns: LruGhg B GO Mmuwishy-
Garh t wurdwGuGn§ G hwGqusjywG stin uswGnid wjwqg
Uhtn: yjGstn 2ws 6qGtiny gqlGuwg Grniuwntd unirp
pwnuwpn, vtr Juswo ti eryhy N\huniu Lrhusnup gtirtg-
“wln: Gryrmuwqgbny Wusonit puyjwd sanGrpG” wjustn
gsGnid t wGghG mwrgtin” unirp UstthwGnu Lujuwyuwa-
Jh wgn, G yarglGnid t 6h $ruwGyhg, puuGh nr wyG duudw-
Guy $rwGyGtrG thG shrnid unirp pwnuwphG: Ugh 4ruw
$ruwGy, hnyG nt wunrh grny grwd tr, pb unirp Ustithw-
Gnu LwuwyyuyhGa t: Wa ninuurynid t'unrujuwGph unirp
nifusnp, nrn G Yu wyGstn, unirp Gytntgni Gae:

UwnGthwlnu OppGywh
wuwwndnpjwl’ Lnpwywbpnul gpdwo
hhywuinwlwpwbhg

AroghGp uwyu pwngrwjunu muwsunipiniGn yyuuyw-
ptroiny GwjuGuwg nmrnipjwl hhwswywrwGGarp, ny
pGnhwGrwywd, wy ShuyG Uhuwyw G w2fuwurhhG yarw-
ptrnn, nr Yynyynid t «Xhpwswyuug dwsjwl»: 61 pnntghGp
uw nrmbu wGeGebh hnipwrdwG ti gndbih hhpwswy
wmuwigw duudwGuiyaarpG, UyniGyuug unirp bt thwnwhtn
Upennh hwuswsnipjw ti Gru juGuuidph Garpn Gnuid Gyt-
ntghGtrp muwydwnnipjwl huudwr:

After many productive and significant
works, Fr. Sarkis left for Cilicia, to the devout
King Hetum of Armenia. The King received him
with great honors and gave him Mlich as a re-
sort. After he had performed his best endeav-
ors there, he went to the holy city of Jerusalem
to see the Tomb of Our Lord and Savior Jesus
Christ.

While worshiping the ground God had
walked on, Fr. Sarkis found the right hand of
St. Stephen the Protomartyr. He got it from a
Catholic, since the Catholics controlled the
Holy City at that time. The inscription in Latin,
Greek and Assyrian read that the right hand
belonged to St. Stephen.

Thus, he sent it to the church of Noravank,
where it is presently kept.

From a Colophon Written in
Noravank by Stepanos Orbelian

we've written this sweet story referring to
the ancestors’ notes concerning only the land
of Sissian, entitled "Book of Memories." we've
left it as an indelible monument for the times to
come, for the establishment of the Holy Patriar-
chal See of Siunik as well as for the churches
under its trusteeship. This book was written in
1297, in the sublime and celebrated monastery
of Noravank, under the protection of these tem-
ples and holy crosses, in severe days when we

U. Ywpwuwbitn GYtinbignt wypwytipp G U. Unbithwnu GYtintight

Ruins of St. Karapet Church and the church of St. Stepanos
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urn Gniptrn hwdjwpdbnig htsn ghrpn 2wrwnr-
Jtg... var Suwyng pywluwlnipjwi swulynru hnpbGywGhG
(14x50=700) ti pwnwuniGytg (700+46+551=1297) pPUNG...
‘LnrwdwlGph wu Jubd ti thwunwplGuwy nifusnid, wusywi-
owplwly wu swbwrGbrp ni wusywowypr fuwybrh hn-
JwlGwynrnipjwl Gorpn, Gdnth Gi nunGunuwdwG ort-
rniy, trp gsGynid thGp hwdwswrwd swqgGumhp dkg,
uh2s Gnwyh nhdwnrnnuwuwlnipyudp” wypGaru hunwo
“hwyG GryGuyhG uGuldwswirnipywln: druw huwdwr gts-
Guiswrwd fuGnrnid Gl urpwquGGarhn nwutrhG, nr SGq
hh28wG wrdwGuwgGtp i yuwlGstiutp hd wGinieyniGn, Grp
hnnwgwd hGad wiGluGud garGgiwGnis, wy hwdwrtp,
nr dor wyph wnwy dnirugwlGh GdwG thtpu Jbr pn-
Guo”™ 2wnwgniGud ntlpny ni1 y2swhuwir trtuny atqui-
Ghg nnnrinipjwl th2rwGpGtr Ga juGnrnid, wuhGpG®
nignid Gy, nrmbugh vty wlGquwd GryGuyhG gnhwpbrni-
PG muwswruwgh wrdwGh wGbp: 61 Get wu grph vt
hGy-nr ufuuGtr Jus ptrnipejniG gsGtp, wybih ud muw-
Juwu, hhuGnuwaghG dspny §h” muwijuwrwytp, nrnyhtsti
swrnyuyhG pGnieyjwGpn hwsniy t uwpwpb] N1 syurw-
Guw funuptirh Gir gnrotrh vbe, wy nnewjunh Yudpny nin-
ntp ti wusywdwyhG uprny Gartip dbqg.. GY nnip pninrn
nnnrawd Uusonig dGyh nhdwg pjnirumuwshy nnnrdni-
niG YgsGap® tryrnrn YyuwGpny:

1 \uds. qrwpwrp” Ustthwlnu OrpbitwG, Nwisdinyehil GuhwG-
ghG Uhuwluw, oh$ihu, 1910, 9 344, 346-347,

506-508, w2fuwurhwpwrp' Ustithwnu OrptjjwG, UiniGhph muis-
UnipynilG, pwrquwinipyniGn, GarwdniyeyniGn tir SwlnpwqrnieiniG-
Gtrp U. UprwhwuwiGh, Graiwd, 1986, ty 285, 287, 392-393:

were overwhelmed with anxiety, gazing intent-
ly at the heavens.

So, I'm kneeling to beg Your Holinesses
that I be remembered and not be neglected
or consigned to oblivion when I'll have been
turned into dust. Consider me a beggar then
who asks you to remember him once in the
Divine Liturgy.

In case you find mistakes or faults in this
book, do not rebuke us, for to err is human.
Rather, correct our mistakes with temperance
and forgive us with divine love...

And the merciful God will have mercy on
all of you in the next life.

Swyhph Otipup, npuntin ginGynid t Untithwnu Oppliywlh nwwwbwpwnpp
Inside the narthex, where the tombstone of Stepanos Orbelian is located







UhruwGtu Jurnmbts

hrwGtu Gwrswrwmbtsh wGguwG hGuagnyG hp-
2uwuswynipeyniGp gsGynid t Juyng dnrh Urwstu
gninh GouwGuwynr JulGph wrdwGuwqgrnipjuG §ae. «Uu-
sniwd nnnrih UhrwGtuh»: Wyustin UprwGbu Swrswirw-
mtsh 2hGwd quyhpep dwjuny dto b, puyg fuwzynn
ywdwrarp thuyniG gnrownrniinyg tr qurnurwGpGa-
rh n1t wdpnne 2tlGph fuGuulpns ni pwrdrwrygbus Jusw-
rniding wrntG pujwyuwlG t wGdwhwglgnt 6o wrytu-
swgbish hwipwdn: Swyjwwl Gwrswrwmbtsnipjwl
JwnnignnwwG dtibrhg wyn (wdwgnyGh® fuwyynn ua-
vwrGbrh uswrdwG vt hr puudnGG niGh UprwGbu Guwir-
swrwmbusn:

Uhrw(tu Swrswrwmbsh Junnigwod Gryrnrn huwy-
sGh hnpwrdwGn gsGynd t Juyng énrh hnyuyuwdnr
‘LnrwudwGpni§:

1273 jo., Grp UGpws OrpbywGn wanwy ©wdrhgniy, ti
Grw nhwyn stnuihnjuytg huyrtGhp, Udpwsh thnfuwurtG
snhdh wjwqg SGuguwd Grw Gnpuyr Swuruwyht h2fuwGn
muwisiwghr Ustithwlnu OrptyuwGh huyrp, nrnbg tr «wur-

puwyw2nip» Gnpnr hwdwr Gnr ti hwsnily swumuwGusniG
Juwnnigbp Wn Gnr 26Gph Junnigniip Gu hwGdGurwrtg
Uhrw(bu GwrswrwmbshG: Wu swumuwGwswG Junni-
gnidp, hwdwdwyG wrdwGugrnipjwl, wjwrsygp t 1275
P.. @wusnrtl UphrwGtu Jurnmtsh wju Gryrnrn dtGnw-
anron 2nhGJwo t hwsniy Gmuwswyny n1 dOrwgrny, nrmbu
sumuwiGuwsnilG, puyg unynrwuw G swumuwGuwsGarhg swir-
ptrgnid t hwswywgony: SwmuwGusGtarn unynrupuwr
quhpltrh ating GG 2hGJwd 1hGnig, wyuhGpG wunwGg

U. 9phgnp GLtintight Guquidhpp / St. Gregory Church and narthex

Architect Siranes

he oldest reference to architect Sir-

anes has been found in an epigraphic
inscription “God Bless Siranes” in the renowned
monastery of the village of Arates, Vayots Dzor.
The narthex built here by Siranes is not large.
Brilliant execution of vaults, decorations and
high artistic execution of the ensemble as a
whole are sufficient to immortalize the artist’s
glory.

Architect Siranes played an important role
in the creation of crossed arches, which is re-
garded as one of the best constructional forms
in Armenian architecture.

The second outstanding monument by
Siranes is the renowned Noravank in Vayots
Dzor.

After Smbat Orbelian died in Tabriz in
1273, his body was transferred to his homeland.
Smbat’s brother, Prince Tarsayich Orbelian, the
father of historian Stepanos Orbelian, became
the head of the Orbelian dynasty and decided
to build a sepulcher for his “sublime” brother.
Thus, Siranes was commissioned to construct
the new building. According to the inscription,
the sepulcher was completed in 1275.

In fact, the second work by master Sir-
anes was created for a definite purpose, i.e. as
a sepulcher that differed from ordinary sepul-
chers in its plan. Sepulchers were usually built
in the form of a narthex. They usually com-
prised large halls with or without columns and
without a dome. Every Armenian noble family
built such a narthex-sepulcher next to the main
monastery in their lands. However, the sepul-
cher by Siranes is not a narthex-sepulcher but
a church-mausoleum, named after St. Gregory,
with an apse and an altar for ceremonies.

In spite of its simple plan, the church-mau-
soleum is a perfect work of art owing to its
artistic concept and design. Alongside other
constructions of Noravank, it may truly be con-
sidered as one of the best 13th-century monu-
ments. After the completion of the building, Sir-
anes was rewarded handsomely by Tarsayich
Orbelian. A quatrain is carved along the outer
northern wall of St. Gregory under the cornice,
which reads: “I, Tarsayich, confirmed this script
by my hand.” The inscription bears the name
and signature of Tarsayich Orbelian. The name
of Siranes is carved as follows: “Master Sir-



qlpbpen ti funrwGh wniGuqurn ud wGuniG 8Go urwh-
GbrGbr GG: NwyuwuswGh h2fuwGuywl snhdGrhg jnirw-
pwGynirG hr shrumbtsnipjwl uuhdwGGtrnid, hwusyuw-
mtu qiuwynr JulGphd Yhg, 2hGnid tr uwynmhuh quuyhpe-
swmuwiGuws@Gtr: UnprwGtup 2hGwd swumuwGuwsniGp ny pb
quhpe-swumuwGusniG t, wy GyGntgh swumuwGuwsniG, nrG
niGh junrw@G, dwdwuwgnipjwl hwdwr ptd G ynydnmd t
Unirp arhgnr:

UhrwGtuh dtnwgnrd wjyu swumuwGuwsniGp, yGuywd
hwswuwaqduwyhG muwrgnipjuln, yuswrdwG nt dtaruaynr-
“wl stuwytshg wrdtush Juswrjyw Sh gnro t, wurdw-
Gh, LnrwudwGph Ynu 2tlGptrh hts shwuhG, 13-rn nu-
rh jwudjwgnyG YnpnnGbrhng styn hwdwrdbint: UhrwGau
GwrswrwumubsG wyu JunnyglG wdwrstinig htisn wGorh-
Guy wnws JurdwsrnipiniG t uswlnid hr styaGuuhg”
Swiruwjhfi OrptywGhg: U. Grhgnrh hyntuhuuyyhG mushG
nruphg, phyh swly, mwsh wipnng Grjwrnipjudp stnuw-
Jnrqwd t ynru snnwGh qgnughr wrdwGuqgrnipeniG
Swruwjhfi OrpbGywGh wlniGhg Gr usnruugrnipjwlp («Gu
Swruwhfi hd dGnuwipu hwuswstigh qghru quuu»), nir
UhrwGtup Ynyynid t «UNRCUGLEU JUAYNGES»: UrdwlGuqg-
rnipjw @ qrhyG wiG2nips htGg hGpn UhrwGtuG t, nrG uwyn
pGugwduwnnid GnyGmbu gnyg t syt hr dGo wrytusp:
Wu wrdwGuwaqagrnipniGn 13-rn nurh grpnipjwl jwduw-
gnyG GanipGurhg styn Jurgih t hwdwrty

Ccus wrdwlwgrnipywl swmuwGusniG-tytntghG
wywrstinyg httsn UhrwGbu fwrswrumbisp Swuruwyht
OrpbywGhg uswgt] t Gnrhuh CTGhtr n1 Swhénr gjnint-
rh wrwGpnid 6h WGd hnnwpwdhG™ hprti dwnwGguyuwG
ubthwuwGnipiniG ti 500 umphswyh (wrdwpe) nhdwg uh
2hGuwwG-6nrs” Unwqur cnytrotgh winiGny:

Lwsh niGaGuuny wyn o JuurdwsrnipeyniGp, Jurb-
th t GGpewnrt, nr Gw nirh? JunnignidGar fp t wrtp Swr-
uwyht ti Udpws OrptyuwGGarh hwudwir: HrulGghg wnw-
9ohG htrphG mhsh hhpwswyt LnrujwGph gluwynr (U.
UstithwGnu Lwuwydyuw) tyantgnt nhdwg gsGynn vGo
swumuwiGwsniG-quuyhpn, nr 2hGhy t sy Udpws Orpbyw-

anes.” The scribe of the inscription is definitely
Siranes, who had achieved great mastery even
in this. This inscription is a telling example of
13th-century script.

According to it, Tarsayich Orbelian had
given Siranes a large parcel of land as a he-
reditary property between the Shnher and Ha-
lidzor villages of Goris, as well as a serf named
Aghazar of Eghverts for 500 silver coins.

Taking into account this handsome re-
ward, we may assume that Siranes had carried
out other construction work for Tarsayich and
Smbat Orbelian. The large sepulcher-narthex in
front of St. Stephen the Protomartyr, the main
church of Noravank, is worthy of note. It was
built by the order of Smbat Orbelian in 1261 as
a family crypt, where the family members and
later clergymen (including Metropolitan Stepa-
nos Orbelian) were buried.

U. 9phgnp Gltintignt dnunpp / Entrance to St. Gregory Church

U. 9phgnp Gltintignt Gkipup / Interior of St. Gregory Church



Tombstones of Smbat and Elikum Orbelian in St. Gregory Church

Udpwuwn Gt Ethynud Oppliywbtiph wwwwbwpwntipp U. 3phgnp Gltintignud

Gp 1261 p. nrmbu snhdwywl swmuwGuwsniG, nir Pwn-
Jb1 GG wyn snhdh wlGnuwdGbrp, hGswquynid™ hwsyjumbtu
hngtinrwywGGtrp (wyn pYnid” dGsrnmniphs UstthwGnu
OrpbywGp): Gwyhpeh muwstrhG UhrwGGuh usnrwqgrni-
eyniGn 2Jw, puyg Gyuish niGGGuny, nr Gu Udpwsh dwi-
twlwylarhg ujuwod, wumuw Guwti SwuruwyhGh ornp tnbg
t OrpGyw G h2fuuGuyuG snhdh Gi'LnrujuwGph grluwynr
Gwrswrwmbtsn, wGuwuywd wyn 2rewlGh JunnygGarp
Grw dtnwgnrdGtrp mhsh |hGGG:

onnGainy gnis fwurswrumtswyuwl SwGruduwuGni-
eyniGGbrh pGGnieyniGp, nrn Jurnn t wyn juGnrhG odwG-
nwytb, Jurigih t SwsGugnyg wGh] Udpwsh swumuwGu-
swl Jruyh 2hGwurwrwyuwG G UhrwGtGuhG Jurdwsrtini
“wupG grguwd Grynt wrdwGugrnipiniGGarh swuntrh n6h
ti USpwsh ni wy| h2juwGGarh swumuwGuwpuwrtrh gryni-
ejwG n6h GnyGnieyniGp, nrnGp fuhus swrptrynid GG QGuw-
gwolbrpg: drwlGp GGn ni pwrar, yuthwuquwg gbtntghy
swnwdadbibr Ga:

UhrwGtuph wGniGp muwhmuwGyb) t Gutl nrmbGu Juur-
AwisrnipeyniG GrwG srqud Juuwop-ugwrwynid yuGg-
Gtgywid fJuwypwrtrh yru: drulGghg dayn UprwGaun ti
Grw Gnpuwyr \qurdgn yuwGqgGagrg GG h hhpwswy hraGg
oGnnGtrh” anrph (Gtinrqg) ti ©GGhYyh:

Uynipn muwisrwusytby t pus U. AwrfuninwirjwGh
«UhgGwnuwryulG hwy GurswrwumbsGlr ti pwurgnrd
ywrmbsGtir» qrph (GrtiwG, 1963, tg 62-75):

Siranes left no signature on the walls of the
monastery. Taking into consideration the fact
that he had been the chief architect of Nora-
vank and the Orbelian dynasty in the times of
Smbat and Tarsayich, all the construction of
that period is definitely ascribed to him.

Leaving aside the analysis of pure archi-
tectural details, which may be helpful in deal-
ing with the problem, the lettering of the two
epigraphic inscriptions on Siranes’s reward,
carved on Smbat’s sepulcher, as well as the
identification of the lettering on the tombstones
of Smbat and other princes, is of great note.
They differ from others.

These are narrow, tall and extremely beau-
tiful letters.

The name of Siranes has been preserved
on cross-stones erected on the farm that he
had received as a reward. One of the cross-
stones was erected by Siranes and his broth-
er Hzarmel in memory of their parents, GorKi
(Gevorg) and Tenik.

This material is excerpted from Medieval
Armenian Architects and Stonemasons, S.
Barkhoudarian,Yerevan, 1963, pp. 62-75.
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Aurswruwmbus
uUnihy

YtlGuwugrwwa Gnr syyuuGbar

wqiw2lnrh  wrdbuswgts® Gurswrumbus,
pwGnwyuwgnro, qrhy G SwGrwGyuwrhy
UndhyG hrujuwdp hwdwrgnid t huwyyuiyuG dbruwdGGnh
nwhyhrwGtrhg dtyp: UnwohG hhpwswynipejniGn Gruw
“wupG 1284 pywywGhg t, Gquudnrnid§ (Unptrg JwGp) qr-
Jwid dh dtnwqgrh junrwGh thnprhy hhpwswuruwGni§®
«qUnuhYy Gywrhy junrwGhu jhptgbp, wnuaytd»: SwuduwGuw-
JwG t, nr wyn dwudwlGuwy Gu yudnrh hwdwuwrwGh
uw@brpg tr:

1292 p. LnrujwlGpnid Guruqurnwo Ugtswrw-
Gh hhpwswwrwGnid Guw Gpnid §, nr uwurjujuiqg t: Xwyb-
rtG hhpwswwrwGhg pwgh, Guw wyu dwsjwGni§ wGniGpn
qgrgl t Gutr hniGwrtG: huy GwrswurwmbswuwiG nt pwG-

nwuwgnrowwl w2uwuswGplarnid wrgtuswagtisG hr
winiGhg htsn grnid t «Juurnmbutis» (Undhy Jurnmus): Uh
Jdwilwlwly wyn dwywgrnipjniGGarp ujuw] Jurnumny
UndhyhG hwdwrt GG Jurnwmpus, shGyntn hhdGuwynrw-
mtu wmuwgniguwod b, nr «Juurnmus» puunp GuGuynid t
Gwrswrwmpus:

Undhyn GpwGwynr OrpLbpywlG h2fuuGuyuG swG
Gywirpy SwrswrwmbsaG t tnty, Gru muwsyhrwsniGarhg
thG ny ShuyG h2fluwGGbrp, wytt wn snhdhg utGrnn Ujni-
Gyuug “GsrnmnphsGarn:

Undhyh Gurwqurnwd danwgrbrp (1292 ti1 1302
PJwyuwiGiarh UybtswruwGGtr) yarwpbrnid GG Grw ustn-
owgnronipjwl Jun 2rowlGhG: UnwehGn LnrudwlGph
Udbswrwln (UwstGunwrwd, dtn. phy 2848), nrnuuyh
muislytrugnid t swihu Undhyh wrgtush dwuhG: Qtnwqg-
rnid wnuw SwlrwGurGorG wyph GG nGyGnis G\ nGnivaG-
swinipjwip, gniGuuyhG Garnu?Guynipjwdp, quurnuGyu-
rh huswynipjuidp nit yarmuwrGtarh quGguotnnipjudp:
NMuwsytrGarp pGnhwGnir ynennuyGnipjniGn hnipnid t
GUwiryh fwurswrumbtswwlG ni puwGnuugnrowluwiG
GuijuwuhrnipeniGGarn GuuupG:

1302 pywlwGhG Undhyn UyniGyuug sasrnmnihs Usk-
thwlGnu orptyuwlGh mwsytrny Guurwaquirnty t wGunynr
thnpr ywthtrh h UgtGswrwG (UwstGunurw, dan. phy
6792): Lus trtinypht w( Guwjuwustujwd t Gnbp grmuw-
Gnid muwhbint hwdwr: ©tGretarh nGnhwGnir yuutharG GG
12 x 8, 5 ul, nrnGg vte, wybih thnpr Gurwnw2sniy,
Undihyp qurdwGuwih Jurmbtsnipjuidp muwsybrgg t Uya-
swrwGh strniGuyuiG muwsyarwpwrh hhdGuywG st-
uwrw@aborp: Wn dwGrwGurGorn GorjuywgGnid GG
muwisyrugruyw G hGymbu wdwGnwuwlG, wGmbu
Gnrwruwrwluw swrrtr niGagnn nipuugruwy hnrpnGuop-
Gar: Undhyh ustindwd muwsytrGarn YynpnnuuyhG Ga, yar-

Architect Momik

rchitect, sculptor, scribe and illus-

trator Momik is truly considered
the forerunner of the Armenian Renaissance.
The first records on his life date back to 1284,
found in a colophon from Gladzor (Monastery
of Aghberts). He could have been a student of
the Gladzor University then.

In the colophon of the Noravank Gospel of
1292, Momik mentioned that he was a deacon.
Besides Armenian, Momik wrote his name in
Greek too. On his architectural and sculptural
creations Momik used to inscribe "vardpet"
(Master Momik). This caused a misunderstand-
ing at the time; people misinterpreted the in-
scription, considering Momik a "vardapet," a
celibate priest. Meanwhile, it has been estab-
lished that "vardpet" also means architect in
Armenian.

Momik was the painter and architect of the
famous Orbelian house of princes. His clientele
included not only noblemen but also the met-
ropolitans of Siunik.

lllustrated manuscripts by Momik (the
Gospel of 1292 and 1302) refer to the early pe-
riod of his creative life. His first work was the
Gospel of Noravank (Matenadaran, ms. #2848),
which offers certain insights into his art.

The manuscripts are notable for their size,
color, harmonious composition, simplicity of
ornamentation and massive figures.

The master's monumental works express
his predilection for architecture and sculpture.

In 1302, by the order of Stepanos Orbelian,
the Metropolitan of Siunik, Momik (Matenada-
ran, ms. #6792) illuminated a gospel of unusu-
ally small size. Its dimensions are 12 X 8.5 cm.
In a narrow margin, Momik masterly rendered
the main scenes of the Lord’s life. These manu-
scripts contain both traditional and innovative
elements of iconography.

Momik created monumental and emo-
tional characters. The harmonious use of gold
imparts an air of luxury to the scenes. How-
ever, Momik was an acknowledged architect.
Although his name has only been preserved
in the epigraphic inscription of St. Astvatsatsin
Church (1321) of Areni, it is beyond doubt that
he was commissioned to carry out other con-
structions as well.

According to experts, the church of St.
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muirGtrn” gqquguiniGpuyhG: GniGuipwrnid nuynt GGrnwip-
Gwly ogswgnronin stuwrwGGarnG muws2wt 2ptnni-
)niG t hwnnrnnid:

UwyuwyG Undhyn hnpuwyduwd t tnb hwsjumbtu
nrmbu Gwrswrwmbs: ©tt Gru winiGn mwhmuGyg t
vhuwyG vay Gytntgnit 2hGuururwyw G wrdwGugrnipjwl
ute, nrp UrtGhh U. WusuowohGGt (1321 .), uuuluuyG wiG-
Juuywd GrwG GG hwGdGurwrdt Gutr wy yunnygGhr:
OrhGuwy, UniGhph dasrnmnihs UstthwlGnu OrpbywGh®
Swptin junnigwd U. arhgnr Lniuwynrhy thnpr Gyt-
ntghG, nrn SwuluwqgtsGtrh hwudngdwidp Undhyh dtnw-
ybrsG b Wustin Gu hGpGwshm atiwynrnid t ogswgnr-
ot wrtitywG ynninid, nir ntmhp funrwGt puugyni§ Gryni
fuwywdtr muwsnihwG: 8h2s GnyG dtinyg GG muwsrwusyud
UrtGhh Gytntgni fjunrwGnid pwugynn gnyqg muwsnihwiG-
Gbrn: Swptinid Gytntgnt tnisph Gwlwsn qurnurygy t
ownwhjniu hwrnwrwGpny, huy UrGGhnid pniuuayuiG
quirntrp anyytb GG $nGhG™ hhdGwywG stnp ghebiny ybr-
muwruwhG pwGnwyGtorpG: Wustn ownuwhyniu funrph
Jrw muwsytruwod t gnrghG Guswd Uusjwdwduwyrp” dwi-
Gniy Xhunwup gryhG:

Unthyh pnGnhwGnir ustndwagnronipyuwln dSwinpuw-
Guinig htsn muwirqg t nunGnig§, nr Gw ytr uhrnid yryGorh-
Guytb nirh2GarnG, wy hwiGntu tr pGrni§ ustndwgnrow-
YJuwG dnstignid: XtiGg dhwyG Swptih tr UrtGhh junrwGGb-
rh (niuwdnisGarp GnyGuiuwGnipyniGn puduwuwiG twubni,
nr nrwGp GnyG Gwrswrwmbtsh dswhnuwgnidG Ga, pwGh
nr Undhyp tr nGnorhGwyh nirh2 sGypG: UrwlG mbsp t
wybiuuglh wyG, nr Swptih Gytntgni yuunnignn Ustthw-
(Gnu OrptbywGp Guti Undihyh hnduGuuynrG nt muwsyhrw-
sni@ tr, nlush Swptih Gyantgnt 6wrswrwumbtsh nrn2dwG
hwrgnid nirh dtyhG gsGant Yuurhp yniGer:

JorunwnGuwiny UrtGhh GytntgniG wybiuugGhalGp,
nr wyl YalGsrnGuqgdlptbpe 2hGnieniG t, nrp GowGuwshm
JuwnnygGtrhp hwdtdwsnipjwdp niGh hwswlyuwgduyhG ti
hwrnwrwGph jnirwuhwsynipyniGGar: Gquyh GG hGstrh-
Grni§” Shwysnr pwurhg muwsrwusywd wnwquuusGtrh
Jrw stinudnrguwd ynru wytswrwGhyGtrh funrhrnwG-
2wGGGrn pwGnwyGtrn” ptiwdnr dwrnp, Gqp, wnynidG
nt wrohyn:

UndhyhG wnwyb hnywy pruud Juyrp tnrudwGpG
I, nrn UyniGyuug stsrnmniphsGbarp wennwGhusG tr, OrpG-
pwGGarh hngtinr YyGGsrnGG n1 nuwildpwrwGuyuyrnp:
JuwlGph guwuynr Gytntgnt wrbtidsyjuuG dwunid 1261 .
Juwnnigwd quyhpen 14-rn nwrh uyqgpGarhG Gnrngyby t,
quirnwryt] dnisph ti muwsnihwGh twwswyuwy uwtrh
pwlGnuwyGorny, nrnGg htnhGuy t hwudwrdnid undhyn:
SGuwyhpeh dnisph pwGnwyh yalGsrnGnid muwsyarqud Ga
Uusywowldwyrp UwGuwl hts, Guti Guuyh dwrqurtG
ti X\ndhwGGtu Uyrspyn, huly pniuwywlG qurntrhG 8h-
whynujwd GG wnwGahG pwntr, nrny, thwusnrtd, wju
muisytrp nunGnid t huwy GwrswrwmbsnipywG vty hwG-
nhmnn «wrwptuyh» wnwehG ornGuiyn:

hGpGuishm ni funrpdwus t Gwti quyhpeh wrbtidsyuG
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Prokhoron, pupil of John the Evangelist

Gregory the Illuminator in Datev, built by the
order of the Metropolitan of Siunik Stepanos
Orbelian, is the work of Momik.

Here Momik designed a unique decora-
tion on the eastern face, with two cross-shaped
lintels that open towards the altar. The two altar
lintels of the church of Ani are constructed in
exactly the same manner.

Floral ornaments are carved on the tym-
panums of Datev; these elements fuse with the
background, providing room for the figures.
Here, against the background of garlands, the
Virgin is seated on a carpet with baby Jesus
on her lap.

Upon closer observation, it becomes evi-
dent that Momik preferred creativity to copying
others.

The similarity of altar lintels in Datev and
Areni proves that the architect was the same,
since Momik would never copy others. More-
over, Stepanos Orbelian was Momik’s patron
and client. Therefore, there was no need to
seek elsewhere for an architect for the Datev
church.

Returning to the church of Areni, we should
add that it is an edifice with a central dome
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[nuwidinisp muwiynn pwlGnuwyn: utGsrnGni§ Garjuyuwg-
Jwio t Swyr Uuson funpnr mwsyarp, nrp hwy dheGunuwi-
rjwuG puGnuiyugnronipjwi vte wGGujuwntm t, pwGh
nr NXwyr UusoniG dhGy wyn unynrwpwr muwsyarnyd tha
funrhrnuiGwuwG atinyg: Uusdn dwfu dtnphG Unwdh
qniuG t, nrh yrw heGnid t wunudGuiytrm Unirp XnghG:
Quwiu Ynninid pwGnwywd t ruwytnieyniGpn: WuhGpG
nn9 stuwrwlnid wnuw GG Unirp GrenrnniejuwG Grap wG-
atrp: Wu gnrop yyuyni§ t, nr pwGnuiyGtrp htnhGuiyG
odsqwid tr ny ShuwyG yuswrdwG Jurmbsnipywdp, wykt
wusywdowpwGuwG nt muwsytrugruyw G hwrnius gh-
stihpGorny: LnruwdjwlGph quyph muwsyarupuwiGnuy-
Gtrn pwgwnhy wrdtp GG Garyuywglnid ny ShuyG huwyy,
wyltar pGnhwGrumbu prhusnGGuyuw G wrdtush stuwyb-
shg:

Undihyh Gwrswrwmbswwl hwilwrdwly dswh-
nuwgluwG oGniGnG t Gutr LnruwjwGph hwurwduwyhG ynn-
unid Anirpb; UGS h2juwGh Junnigud uywghy nnsnGnuwi-
Jnd muwyjwo Gryhwrly GytnGgh-nuidpwrwGn: AnirpG-
(w2tG U. UusyuwdwohlG nwilpwrwiG-tytntgh duwduwijwi-
swrwowyuw G noniSp GnrnieyniG tr huyyuiuG Gwrswi-
rumbtsnipjwl Gte: 1292 pywlwlGhG Guruqurnuod
UdbswrwGh nuuwGgwquwrnbrhg stynid undhyn muws-
ybrtgp t Gdw G Gnwhwrly Junnyg, th dswhnugnidG t Guu
hruywGuwgt LnrugwGpnid:

U. UusywowodhG tytntgh-nwuidpwrw(GiG odsywd t
qtnwrdtuswywl wrswywrg gruyyniejudp Nk wrsw-
huwysywuGnipywidp: \hwginiGph t wurdwGh hwusywumbtu
wrtidsjwul Gwywsh hGpGwshm ni 2ptn aGiuaynrnidp:
GtsGhg GphGytr Gryrnrn hwuryh 2pwidnisp swlnn wush-
GwGGbrp jnirorpGuiy GnwGyniGuadt: 2rewGuly uuqlt-
Ind wnwohG hwryh dnispp huudwr, gniquuygytiny puwG-
nwlwqurn Swlwswuw] pwrtrh ni qurnupuwinuly
wy| bwlGrwdwuGhrh hts, ustndonid GG Gwrswrwumbtsw-
JuwG wGyryGgh yarmur:

Nwy G2wynypehG wnwGdGwhwsnily uwypuwruhG
wirdbtush pGwqwdwnnid GnyGmbu UndhyG hr wGuwGg
htispG t pnnb ustinotiny dh pwlGh thwnwhtn gnrotr,
nrnGghg huysGh GG Gropn: drwGp pninra i yuuGgGagyog
GG LnruwdwGpniy, puwyg wyuor qurnurnid GG pwlqu-
rwGuuhG urwhGbr:

1303 . Swhwlnid t “Gsrnmnihs Ustthwlnu Orpb-
pwn, tGi Gru hhpwswyh hwybrowgdwlG hwdwr huw-
onrn vtGsrnmnihs NXnyhwGGGu-Orpbgip UndhyhG hwGa-
Guirwurni@ t juwypuwr yarst, nrG hrujuGugynid t 1304
P Lrpwhyniu juwypwrh JarGudwunid muwsyarud t
Uusywowhuwyslnipjwl stuwurw G quhwluwy Lrhusnup
muwisyarny: tvwypuwrh wrdwGuwqgrnieniGG wjursynid t
«UNUNHU JUCLIYNGES» Swwgrnipjudp: fuwypwrlG wydd
gsGynid t U. EpBhwdGh GuwGdwswiln:

Undhyp hwgnrn hrwpwytrs fjuwypuwrp yuGqGagrig
t 1308 p.” Elhynid hojuwGh shylne” ©wlpw uwpeniGh
muwisybrny: lovwypwrh wrdwGuwaqgrnipniGG wjuwrsynid

which, compared to other structures, has char-
acteristic design and decorations.

The symbolic sculptures of the four Evan-
gelists; the winged man, the ox, the lion and the
eagle, set at the bottom of the altar, are unique
elements of the interior.

Noravank is the place that brought fame to
Momik. It was also the seat of the Siunik met-
ropolitans as well as the mausoleum of the Or-
belians.

The narthex to the west of the main church
of the monastery, built in 1261, was renovated
in the 14th century. It was decorated with sculp-
tures, carved on the tympanums by Momik.

In the center of the portal of the narthex
there are bas reliefs of the Madonna with the
child, John the Baptist and Prophet Isaiah.

The sculpture over the western lintel of the
narthex is also significant. It represents God the
Father in the center. This representation is an
unprecedented phenomenon in medieval Ar-
menian sculpture, since, before that, God the

Father was represented symbolically. He holds
Adam'’s head in his left hand. The Dove of the
Holy Spirit descends upon Adam'’s head. The
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Qi hph dnunph pwlnwlp / Sculpture above the entrance to the narthex

[ «UNUhU JUCYNES 3hCGSEL» pwntrny: fowypuwrl
wydu gsGynid t EpShwoGh JahwrwGnig:

Grrnrn fuwypwrh muwsyhrwsniG nurdjuw] ©uwdpu
h2uwGnihpG t (mwisrwusyb t 1300-1312 pe. duwdwGuw-
Juwihengnii): Wyustn fuwyh we nit dwfu ynnltrnid wnwG-
AhG 2rewGuwylbrh vty Undhyp pwlnuwyb t swuuGarynt
winwpjwiarn YhuwGnrpGtrp: rowypwrp JuGqGuid t
tntl LnrudjwlGph quyhpeh dnisph dns, wdd gsGynid t
GntgGuwadnrh Gryrughswuwl pwqurwinid:

undhyG hGpn hrwwgtin ni YnpnnuyhG fuwypuw-
rbr t yarst, huy dwhhg htsn Grw hhpwswyh hwdwr
LnrudwlGpnid JuGgGagyag dh hwdbus fuwypuwr, nrh
wrdwluwgrnipjwli dte grqwod t wrdbuswqgtsh duwh-
Jwl pyuywlGnp® 1333, ti §h dwunpwlp” «3hCtU LNrhu-
SNU UUSNRUO QUNUUU XNGhL Gh NONCUGW: 00U, QQA:
(1333)» Undhyh hhpwswyh fuwypuwrp 2nirg Grynt swuu-
Gy muwhynd tr GntgGuanrh GryrughswuyuiG puwG-
qurw@nid: 2001 . wmrhh 29-hG” LnrwujwlGph nijush
orp, wG hwGnhuwdnr muydwGGarnd Jarunuwraybag
‘LnrudwGp ti stnunrytg Anirptiutl yantgnt huurw-
JuyhG ynndnid:

Ujdd hwdwnnswyh wnrunwnGuiGp dGdo Jurmb-
sh yoGuuwgrnipjwl nrn? QGwlGrwdwuGorhG, Gorjuyug-
Goiny Guwith wyG sYyywGborn, nrnGp h huys GG Gyt 2004
PUwwGhG: UnhGytr uwydd Undhyh dwuhG Gnwo stntyni-
yniGGtrp huysGh GG GG Gru gruad danwgrbrh hhpw-

scene of the Crucifixion is carved in the left

corner.

Three figures of the Holy Trinity are de-
picted in one scene.

This work attests that the author of the
sculptures had sound knowledge of theology
and iconography. The carvings of the narthex
of Noravank are of exceptional value, not only
within the scope of Armenian art but also gen-
eral Christian art. The double-storied church-
mausoleum with a rotunda in the southern part
of Noravank, built by the order of Prince Burtel
the Great, is one of Momik’s architectural inno-
vations.

The spatial solution of the St. Astvatstsin
church-mausoleum of Burtelashen was also
novel in Armenian architecture. In one of the il-
luminated manuscripts dated 1292, Momik had
depicted a similar two-storied construction, an
idea that he later used in Noravank.

The St.
is created with artistic excellence. The unique

Astvatsatsin church-mausoleum

and magnificent decoration of the western
tympanum is remarkable.

Momik had exceptional impact on the art
of cross-stones, creating magnificent works,
three of which are known. They were all erect-
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swlywrw@atrhg, UrtGhh Gyantgni Gi Grw Yarswd fuuuy-
puwrtrh wrdwGuwgrnipjniGGarng: dArwlGg Sh dwuhG owr-
Gnpwguwp Jtrtinid: 1292 p. dtnwqgrh hhpwswuwrwGh
wnGynipyuldp wybwglblp, nr dGnwqgrh uswgnnGbrp
GrwG Ynynid GG «puuqinhtwus i hwGwrtn juurnitus qr-
oh G GyurwgrnietuwiGr», \hGyntn hGpG hr GwuhG wunid
[, et griy t «..pGY urshi ti pwjuwGdGuw GuurdGny»: 1302
. wytGswrwlGh hhpwswurwGnid tp Gonid b «UnuiyGa...
Jjh2G1 quiGhdwus Gurnnu Undpy G ujuwuwGuglG wGlt-
nwnhr (hGby, gh ptmts wGhdnis th, uwy Jwdw(uwlyu ddtn
tr G1 sniGu Gubd...»: X\hpwswwrwGGarni§ grhyGarh hGp-
GwjuwrwuqwGiwl wrswhuwjsnipniGGorn unynruyuiG
Grtinype GG, G wyu snnbirhg 2h Juwrth GgruyugnieyniG-
(Gr wag htnhGwyh hngbyhtwyh duuuhG:

Cws nipugrwy t Undhyh 1331 . hhpwswuwrwn,
nir junuynid t wurdtuswqgtsh™ hGy-nr duwdwGuwly stunnni-
eniGp YynrgGgnt Gi nrn dJwdwluwly wlGg JaruwgsGbni
“wuhG. «Gu Undhy grhy, juywg Justuwy... gnuytGGuuruG
ny Jurwgh h guniju hw@Ggy... 3niunydG nr wn 3huniu, qyGh
uwuwi wdwg, [NJu wywg hing nurdwi wn nu...»:

1955 . (thlGn gninh dGrawuyuyph JdbrpG Nngynir
gninwistinh wytrwy Gytntgni garagiwGuswGn U. Awir-
funinwiryjwGn hwysGuptrt t juuwypwrh Jyru gryuud 8h
wrdwuqgrnipnil, nir hhpwswyynid GG Unshyh nrnhG*
Uuuwlnwr winiGny («GU QUUULAUN, UNUUU NOYD...»)
ti Grw nrnpG CwsnGhyn: U. Awrjuninwrjwln Gush
niGGGuny wyG hwlGgwdwGpp, nr Undhyh nropG wurduw-

ed in Noravank. Today they are exhibited in
museums.

Wwhen Metropolitan Stepanos Orbelian
died in 1303, Momik was commissioned by
the latter’s successor Hovanes-Orbel to carve
a cross-stone in memory of the late metropoli-
tan, and the work was completed in 1304.

In the upper segment of the exquisite
cross-stone, the Pentecost is represented with
Christ enthroned. The inscription carved on it
reads: "MOMIK VARDPET." The cross-stone is
now in the Treasury of Etchmiadzin.

The commissioner of the third cross-stone
(created during 1300-3012) was Princess Tam-
ta. On the left and right arms of the cross-stone,
Momik carved the busts of the 12 Apostles
in an enclosed frame. The cross-stone was
erected at the entrance of the narthex of Nora-
vank. Now it is in the Archeological Museum of
Yeghegnadzor.

Momik created splendid and magnificent
cross-stones. After his death, one was erected
in memory of the artist in Noravank. The artist’s
year of death (1333) and a blessing are carved
in the inscription: "REMEMBER JESUS CHRIST
MOMIK AND BLESS HIM (1333)." Momik’s me-




Pnippbiwpbt U. Uunywowshl GYbntght
Burtelashen St. Astvatsatsin Church
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Pnipplijwti U. Uuinduowdht Gytinkght / Burtelashen St. Astvatsatsin Church

Gugrnipjw@ dte G2nid t, pb hr huyrtGh (uGthwuwG) hn-
nh 8h Swup GyhrwsynipejniG t wuGniy, GGpwnray t, nr wyn
qninp Undhyh oGGnuwduyrG t Gnby:

2004 p. hhpju pGwywduyrp wrbibywG dwunid
gsGynn LrphG Nugjnir gyninuistnp (UnwyGuwdaénr gjni-
nhg dns 5 Y8 hyniuhu-wrbidnisp) U. UusywuowdhG Gyb-
ntgnt ins hwysGuwpbrdg GG Undhyh wgquyuwGaarpG
muwisjuiGnn swumuwGuwpuwrtr (hGuyuwyrh ntunt§Guuuprni-
eywG SuuupG nt wrdwGugrnipniGGarp stGpustrp st’'u W.
LuwwGpuwrjwdl, & Uwurquuwd, \. UgipnGulG, UndhlyywG
Gnrwhuwys hhpwswyGar, «Xwy wrygtus», 2005, phy 3, t9
28-30): drwlg vte 2ws wrdtpwynr t Undhyh oGnnGG-
rh Grjdwu swumuwGuwpuwrp, nrh wurdwGuaqrnipeniGn ha-
stywGt.

«OXUBM G QUUSBN UNUUU 2aN(h)ane,
G QUU0U3L BhCGSEL:0U;: QIUE (1298)»:

dwusnrtl yuuywohg dJtr t, nr Undhyl wyustinp
OGniGn t: XGswprphr t, nr Grhgnrp Gr UdpwG hraGg duh-
JuwGuwgniG YGph GG GnyG 1298 pyuuwGhG, huy wyG, nr
GruwGg swumuwGwpuwrhG Gowo t, pb Undhyh oGnnGtrG
GG, Jyuynid t, nr G wyn dwdwlGwly wrntG stad GwlGua-
onid Juybinn dwirn tr:

Uty wyl swumuwbGwpuwrh wrdwGwgrniejul dte hp-
2wswlyynid tG Undhyh tnpuwyr Gnhwirswn ti hr nnusr
fulwen, nrnGp dwhwgly GG 1333 .

morial cross-stone is in the southern part of the
Burtelashen church.

Let us now consider some biographic data
on the master’s life, including some snippets
discovered in 2004. Until now, one could find
information from the colophons of the manu-
scripts illustrated by Momik, as well as from
epigraphic inscriptions left on the cross-stones
of the Areni church. Some of the information
has been presented above.

In a 1331 note, Momik mentioned that he
had lost, but later regained, his sight: "I, scribe
Momik, suffering from a disease of the eyes,
unfortunately could not complete the work.
However, thanks to Jesus and the remaining
hope, my vision returned."

In 1955, in a ruined church graveyard
of Upper Ulgiur near the village of Rind, S.
Barkhudarian found an epigraphic inscription
on the cross-stone with the names of Askandar,
Momik’s son, and the latter’s son Shatonik.

Since the inscription stated that Momik’s
son had donated part of his land, Barkhudar-
ian assumed that the village might have been
Momik’s birthplace.

In 2004, tombstones of the relatives of
Momik were found in the eastern part of the
grounds of St. Astvatsatsin Church near Lower
Ulgiur, (See texts on archeological excavations



Pnipplijwti U. Uundwowshb hubqhgmdmmphnh pwlnwytipp / Sculptures above the entrances to Burtelashen St. Astvatsatsin Church

«G:MXUNLSUTTU E, GAAU3N UNUUYU G 2NhUSH
bR JULUOOWQQR (1333):

Wju swumuwGwpuwrhG yhg huysGuptirdgg t aay nirp-
2n, nrn muwisjwGnid t Undhyh Gnpnr nrnniG. «fluUlb E:
NCOYh GMXUNSUTHUL: h UPNRU URNR G ©U D»:

Lwsh niGGGwiny, nr Grynt swumuwGwpuwrbGrpn Yhg
GG G wrdwGugrguod t «<n UhNhU URORC G ©UD» pwi-
Guwidtin, wrdwGugrnipjwl hruswrwyphyGarG hruudu-
ghnrt( GGpwnri| GG, nr ftowghG Juwd fowgtG hr hnr Gi
prne hts dwhwgty t GnyG duwdwGuwy (GnyG swurduw GnyQG
orn): SwumuwGwpuwrtrhg sayh 4yruw tff muwhmuwGygg t Gn-
hwrsw2h shylng" rutrhyh wlniGp, puyg dwhyuwG pyuw-
YJuwln pbrp t:

Wustin dh muwh JbrunwnGuwlGp ULnrujuwGpni§
Unuihyh hhpwswyhG yulGgGiguwod fuwuypuwrh wurdwGu-
arnipjwl pywluGhG: AwGG wyGt, nr wyustn Goyuwd QA
(782+551=1333) pywluwiGh ny wGpwl huswy tGrtiwugnn
ti hnndwhwrdquwo £ (2) swun pywwin nrn? niunidGuiup-
rnnGGr £ (8) GG Yurnniy, nrny wrdwGugrnipjwl pyuw-
JwlGn nwnGni§ t 1339: Anirpbutl U. Qusuowdna
tytntgnt wrdwGuwgrnieyuwiG vte G2ywo t, nr wyG unnig-
JG t 1339 pdwyuwGhd, i Undhyp juwypwrh pyuyuiGn
nrul hwdwmuswufuwGagGginy thhnréanid GG wGuwnuwr-
ytih nwrddg, nr Gryhwry GyantghG htlGg Gu t yunnighy,
Jborowgrti Awyg thwusG wyG t, nr juwypwrp 1333 pyuw-
YJwGhg t: Uw 2h GwGuyniy, pb Undhyn Yuwm 2h niGtagh
Anirpbiuw2tlth hts: UrntG G2 GGp, nr nruwlGhg swrhGar
wnwye Gw tryjhwry Gytntgh t mwsyurg hr Guruqur-
nwo dtnwgrh (nuwGgpnid: Anirpb UGdh dwudwGuwy Guu
‘LnrwdwGpniy tr, Gi h2juw GG nirh2 nid mhsh huwGaGuurw-
rtr GyanGgh-nuwpwrwG Guuugoty, Get ny hrtlGg snhdh

and inscriptions: A. Kalantarian, G. Sargsian, H.
Melkonian, "New Memories about Momik," Hay
Arvest, 2005, No.3, pp. 28-30).

The tombstones of Momik’s parents are of
great value among those found. The inscrip-
tions on them read: "REMEMBER THE FATHER
AND MOTHER OF MOMIK, GRIGOR AND AVTA
1298."

Thus, it is beyond doubt that Momik was
born in this place. An interesting fact has been
recorded: Momik’s parents Grigor and Avta
died in the same year - 1298.

Being Momik’s parents was something that
was mentioned on their tombstones, which
meant that Momik was a renowned master of
the time.

Carved on the next tombstone are the
names of Momik’s brother Gohartash and his
daughter Khlat, who died in the year of 1333.

Another tombstone, found next to these,
belongs to the son of Momik’s brother Khaz.
The inscription about the year of his death
reads: "Same day and year." Taking into ac-
count that the tombstones were side by side,
we may conclude that the person named Khazi
or Khaze died at the same time as his father
and sister (same day of the same year).

On one of the tombstones, the name of
Kherik, the wife of Gohartash, has been pre-
served, but the year of death is illegible.

Let us return to the date of his memo-

rial cross-stone in Noravank. Here, in ‘QQf’

3
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Juwuswywpws Guuirhy-6wurswurwumbshG” UndhyhG: hGy
Jbrwpbrnid t wrgytuswgtish twhyuwG pywuwGhd, wumuwa
Grw Gnpnr n1 ytrehGhu Grynt qujuwyGtarh sumwGupuwi-
rbrh syyuGtrp ptrnid GG wyG Ggrwwgniejw, nr 1333
PYwluwiGhG wyu nGswGhph hts §h fwjuswgruyuwG nd-
pwifusnieyniG t muwswhb], hGurwynr t gnh GG gGwgb hw-
GwwrwyhG yud p2Gudwyu G hwurduydwG: SwudtGuy G
ntmu, hnr tr Grynt qujuiyGtrh GnyG orn Swhwgwd (-
GGt thwush hwdwr ndduwr t wy pugwsrnipniG gsGag
A pwgwnyniy, nr wyn ywrwpwushy orpn GrwGg has t
tint Gwti Undhyn:

Wyumhuny, drhG ti ‘'LtrphG Nygynir hGuuwyrarnid
huwysGuptryud swumuwGwqgrtrp hGurwynrnipniG GG
swihu Jugdibgint Undhyh snhdwdwnp: Swy sheGuunuiryuwG
GwrswrwmbtsGarhg ShuyG LnrudwlGph Gy wy| Grwtu-
swynrh” UhrwGtuh snhdh dwuhG GG Sh pwGh syjuwGar
huyysGh, §niu dGobrp”™ UGhh fwurswrumbts Srnwsh juud
Unpwiwrh Gwrswrwumbts UwlGdgih dshuyG wlGniGGara
GG muwhmuwGybi 2004-hG huyysGuipGrjud swumuwGupu-
rbrh 2Gnrhhy wnuwydd wdtGhg hwrnius, ynru utrGnh
hwenrnuuGnipjudp snhwdwn niGtgnnp Undhya t:

| aP(RANF (+1298) - Yhlip' ULRU (+1298) |
\
aN3UPSUC (+1333) - Yhiip’ WGPPY |
[ [
| uuqumur* || nugr1333) | | wlueess) |

YwrtG UwptinuywG

NMuwsdwlwlG ghsnipyniGGarh nnysnr

| UnUhH (1333 | |

(782+551=1333) some researchers read the Ar-
menian numeral letter ‘R’ (2) as ‘L’ (9). Thus, the
date of the inscription is 1339. In the inscription
of the St. Astvatsatsin Church of Burtelashen, it
is mentioned that it was built in 1339. By relat-
ing the date of erection of Momik’s cross-stone
with the date of the foundation of the church,
some researchers assume that Momik is the
author of the double-storied church.

However, the fact is that this cross-stone
dates back to 1333. This does not mean that
Momik had no connection with the Burtelash-
en church. It was mentioned above that Momik
had depicted a two-storied church many years
prior to that in the margin of one of his manu-
scripts. During the reign of Burtel the Great, he
had been to Noravank, and it is obvious that
the prince would not have assigned the con-
struction of the church-mausoleum to anyone
but Momik, the renowned painter and architect
of the prominent Orbelian family.

As to the date of the artist's death, it be-
comes clear from the epigraphic inscriptions
on the tombstones of Momik’s brother and his
two children that something terrible must have
happened to them in 1333; probably they fell
victim to plague or an assault. In any case, it
is difficult to offer another explanation to the
fact that the father and his two children died
on the same day. It is not impossible that Mo-
mik might have been with them on that fate-
ful day. Thus, the tombstones with epigraphic
inscriptions, found in Upper and Lower Ulgiur,
give an opportunity to draft the genealogical
tree of Momik. Few names of medieval Arme-
nian architects are known to us today, except
for Siranes, the architect of Noravank, Trdat,
the architect of Ani, and Manvel, the architect
of Aghtamar.

Owing to the tombstones discovered in
2004, as well as archeological research, Mo-
mik is the only one among these, who has a
four-generation genealogical tree.

| Grli)gor (+1298) - wife Avta (+1298) |
\ \

| Momik(t1333) | | Gohartash (+1333) - wife Kherik |
\ \ \

| Askandar | | Khazi(+1333) | | Khlat(+1333) |

Karen Ma tevosyan

Doctor of Historical Sciences







LnrujuwlGph
tuwrswrumbtsnipiniGn

'l%H nrujwlGph hGugnyG® U. Ywrwmbts tytnt-
¥ | ghG gsGyni§ t hhSGuywiG hnpwirdwGuiudph
hwrwyduyhG ynndinid: unmhs Gwyywid funpnr pwurtrny
Junnigud wyu shwluy tytntgnt wgtrwyGhrn pwg-
JtghG 1982-1983 pp. munnuiGhrh dwdwGwly: GyantghG
oniGh 2hGururwyw G wrdwGugrnipniG, huly Ustthw-
Gnu OrpbywGn G2nid t, nr wyG yunnigyty b «3wunwe pwG

quyu pwgnid dudwGuwyop, Junuwinirpp ti hGuugnyG
widop...»: U. Ywurwmbs tytntgni yunnigdwlG huwduwGuu-
Jw il dwdwGwlw2rewlGn Jurtih t hwdwrtp 9-rn nuirn:

U. Uwrwmbs tGyantgniG Yhg t JuGph qiluuuynr™ U.
Ustthw(nu Lwuwdyw GytntghG, nrp Juunnigb GG ho-
fuwG Lhmwrhs OrptywGn Gt Uwuurghu wrptmhuynmnup
1216-1221 pp. (00nudn stnh t niGagh) 1223 p.): ©G pwqg-
twpehy wrdwlwqgrnieyniGdarnid ti pb’ musdhyGarh dns
JwlGph wyu GyantghG ynygnmd t U. UstthwlGnu Luwijuwy-
YJuwi, uwuuyG gruuiGnipjwG vt Grpadl ujuwwdp wG-
JuwGdni§ t U. ywrwmbs: GytntghG niGh Gorpnius fuwyuwi-
atl, ynru wGyyniGGarns tryjhwry wjwGnuwsGarny, wr-
swpnius ninnwGyniG hnrhGJuwop: alpben pwinyby tr
1840 p. tryrwpwrdhg ti yoarwwnnigytp 1980-wujwG
CiCH

U. Ustthwlnu LGwjuwdyuw GyantgniG yhg t U. arhgnr
tGyantgh-swumuwGuwsniGp (Bwrswrwmbts” UhrwGtu), nrp
1275 . yunnigh t Swuruuyht OrpGywGp” nrmbu nudpwi-
rw@ hr Gnpnr’ 1273 p. gnhywd hpluwGuiGg h2fuwG US-
pwsh qbraqiwGh Jruw: Wyustn htswquynid pwndt Ga
Jwnnignnp® Swuruwyht Orptywn, Gru nrnphGar owju-
rwnnul ti Elhynidp, pnnp Aninsw(, hpjuwGnihhGar

»

Architecture
of Noravank

he St. Karapet Church, the oldest build-

ing of the Noravank monastery, is in
the southern part of the group of monuments.
The ruins of this single-nave church, built of
rough-hewn stones, were discovered in the ex-
cavations of 1982-1983. No inscription about
the construction has been left, although Stepa-
nos Orbelian mentions that the church was built
"a long time ago, in ancient times..." The possible
date of the foundation of St. Karapet Church may
be considered the 9th century.

Adjacent to the St Karapet Church is the
main church of the monastery, St. Stepanos
Nakhavka (St. Stephen the Precursor or Pro-
tomartyr), which was built by Prince Liparit Or-
belian and Archbishop Sarkis in 1216-1221 (con-
secration date: 1223). This church is identified as
St. Stepanos Nakhavka in numerous inscriptions
as well as in the works of historians. However, in
literature, it is mistakenly called St Karapet.

The church has an internal cross-shaped
plan with two-story vestries in four corners and
an external rectangular plan.

The dome was destroyed by an earthquake
in 1840 and reconstructed in the 1980s. Surp
Grigor (St. Gregory) church-mausoleum (archi-
tect Siranes) is adjacent to St. Stepanos Nakhav-
ka, built in 1275 by Tarsayich Orbelian as a
mausoleum for his brother, Grand Prince Smbat,
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UhGwG ti ©owlpwd, wuhGpG U. arhgnr GyantghG ow-
nwyb] t nrmbu OrptGywGGarh snhdww G swumuwiGuisniG:
Nwyjwyw G furswrumbtsnipyuwG vte uw Gquiyh namp t,
trp snhdww G swumuwGusniGp Gutr Gytntgh t

U. Ustithw(nu Lwluwdyw tGytntgniG wrtiinisphg
Uhg t quyhpen, nrp GnyGmbtu dwnuwyb t nrmbu Orptyw G-
Gorh swmuwGusniG: WG Junnighy t Udpws OrpbywlGn
1261 .. UwlyuwyG Garunid® hynmuhuwyhG G hwurwduuyphG
muistrpG nuid 1232 ti 1256 pRe. Gyhrusjuyuw G wrdw-
GwgrnipniGGarp Jyuynis GG, nr guuypeh 2hGuirwrnipnt-
Gp uyugwd t tnt ny nip, pwG 1232 ., huy 1261 pP. WG
unuy wdwrsyty & U. Lwjuwduyh tybnbgni G quuypeh
pwnwyGtrn dGd wrdtp ni1 htswprprnipeniG GG Gar-
Juywglni§: Swsyjumbu wnwGdGwlGnid GG wrtidsywG
unisph i (niuwdnish Gujwsww pwrtrh puqdhdwus
muwisytrupuwGnuyGtrn:

U. QuswowohG GytntghG, nrnp Junnighb) t Anirpbg
Utd hpfuwlGnp (1304-1344) G uyn muwstiwunny GrptdG yny-
Jnid t Anirpbiui2tlG, gsGynid t hwdwhrp hwruwduwrtit-
pwGynnuni§: \wjwGnriG 2GGph wnuwehG hwryp swumuwi-
GuwisniG t Gnb, puyg wydd Grunid ny th swumuwGwpuwr
sjwi: CalGph Gryrnrn hwuryn nruhg ti Garuphg fuwyuwdti
t* wrtitipnid yhuwprgwGuat: junrwlGny, nrh Grynt ynn-
Unid pwnuwowodly wjwlnuwsGtr GG: funrwlGn ptd yniGh,
uwluwyl hwswyh swybrtuhg nniru Gynn wnwehG hwr-
yh fjunrwGnyg uudwrn yyuynid t, nr Gufuwstuguwio t Gnbg
wy( ptunyg owoyby, nra hGy-hGy mwstwnny yh hrwuyuw-
Gugyby:

Anirpbuw2tGih hnrnGqwopp pGnrn2ynid t wunwGanG
hwrjuwpuwdhGGGrhdwduwGarhswrpbrinionidGarp™ quuG-
quwotn ti gbsGuhwr wnwehG hwryh hwudtdwswpuwr
pwrar, ninnwadhqg grusniiGarny Gryrnrn hwryh G pbett
ujwghy yniGwqurn gipbeh gniquygniiny: CGGph huwir-
nwrwGph gonurdbuswlwlG wrswhuysywwlnipiniGn
qliuuynrumbu muydwGuynrduwd t wrtidsyjuuG twyuw-
sny, nrG wyph t nGyGniIS dtiuuynrdwG wrswwrg hGp-
Guishmnipjwdp: Uwl Gh 2wrp wy syjuGar, nrnGp Anir-
pPhlwtlh GwrswrwmbswwG-gonurdtuswywG yar-
1nonipjwG hts vtystn peny| G swihu GyantghG Undhy
Guwrswrumbtsh ustndwqgnronieniGn huwudwrhy:

Juyng anrh jwdwagnyG hnippwrdwGuunidpn” Ujni-
Gyug tmhuynmnuuwGhus ULnruwduwGpp, (wduwgnyGa t
Guwiti wyn JdwdwGwlyw2rewlh nne NXwywusuwGnid i hrw-
Jwip hwdwrdnid t 14-rn nwrh huyuyuwG wrdtush
«<hwlGrwghswrwG»:

Unirwn \wurwpjwl
dwrswrwmbsnipyuG nnysnr

who died in 1273. Subsequently, Tarsayich Or-
belian was buried here, together with his sons
Pakhradola and Elikum, grandson Bughta and
Princesses Mina and Tamta. The St. Gregory
Church thus became a sepulchral crypt for the
Orbelian dynasty.

A church-mausoleum is a rare phenome-
non in Armenian architecture. The narthex to the
west of St. Stepanos Nakhavka was also used
by the Orbelians as a sepulcher. It was built by
Smbat Orbelian in 1261. However, the consecrat-
ed epigraphic inscriptions on the northern and
southern inner walls prove that the construction
of the narthex started no sooner than in 1232,
and was completed by the year 1261. The sculp-
tures of St. Stepanos Nakhavka and the narthex
are of great value and interest. The tympanums
with multi-figure reliefs carved on the western
portals and the lintel are of particular interest.

The St.
by Prince Burtel the Great (1304-1344), and is
therefore called Burtelashen. It is situated in the

Astvatsatsin  Church was built

southeastern part of the monastic complex. Most
probably, the ground floor of the building was
once a sepulcher, although now there are no
tombstones inside.

The exterior and interior of the first floor
have a cross-shaped plan with a semicircular
apse in the east. There are vaulted vestries on
either side.

The apse doesn’'t have an altar. However,
the ark with the altar rising from the ground in-
dicates the intention to build an altar, which, for
reasons unknown, was not implemented.

The composition and plan of Burtelashen
is characterized by a synthesis of such separate
sections as the massive and earthy ground floor,
the comparatively high, vertically divided first
floor and the light columnar dome.

The western fatade, due to its unique de-
sign, adds an aesthetic expressiveness to the
decoration of the church.

A number of facts, coupled with the archi-
tectural and aesthetic analysis of Burtelashen,
allow attributing the construction of the church
to Momik Vardpet.

Noravank, the finest monumental ensemble
of the Vayots Dzor region and the Episcopal See
of Siunik, is the best structure in Armenia of that
period and may truly be considered an "ency-
clopedia" of 14th-century Armenian art.

Mourad Hasratian
Doctor of Architecture
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ULnrwywilipn 20-rn nwrh uyqgphG

Noravank at the beginning of the 20th century



" abtmh JtrwdGniGn Toward Rebirfh‘
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Noravank was reborn like the
phoenix bird adorning its walls
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LnrujuwlGph
Jarupwgniin

w(uwy Uhrwyh' 1999 p. wumrph 18-hG, Udb-

GuwyG Suyng awrbghG U yuwpennhynuh dtnpny
stinh niGtgwy LnruyjwlGph U. QusuwowdhG ti U. Ust-
thwlnu Lwuwyyuw GyantghGarh odnidp:

‘LnrwdwlGpn, nr dwdwlGwyhG tngg t UniGug dbs-
rnmnihsGarh wpnnwGhusp, OrptyuwGGtrh hngtinr YaG-
srn(GG ni nuipwrwlGwyuwyrn, Gubi hwy GyonbgwyuwG
Gwrswrwmutsnipjul witGuG2wlGuynr hruugnronidGa-
rhg b JwGwlwG hwdwihrp, nr stnughGarp «bwrdhr
JwlGp» GG wGwlniy, 2tr gnronid 2nirg oGy nuir: JwG-
ph Unirp UstthwGnu Lwluwdyw GytntghG mGswyuwG
hnJuGwynrnipjudp JaruyuwlGqglGdgy tr 1980-uujwiG
pdwywadtrh uygphG: huy U. QusywdwdhG tytntghd,
wi(gjw nwrh YtuarpnG yYhunyg ywth wdtrquod (hGbinyg
Gryrwwrdhg, yarwuywGqGyb tr shuwyG dwuGuyhnraG:
G4 whw, UdtGwyG Xuwyng GuwrtghG U Jupennhynuh wG-
vhewwlG hnjuwGuwdnrnipjwdp, UniGug ptih wnwe-
Gnrn S. Uprwhwd tmu. UYrsyjwGh ti S. Utiurnm wrp.
W2wiGh quudnrwd 1700-wyywyh gruutGuiyh Yug-
dwybormiwdp, yuGwnuwhwy pwrbtrwrGor Str tr ShyhG
ShgrwG i YhwGuw SwttbpywdGarh puurtGrwrnipywidp, Gr-
ynt swurdw plGpwgpnid” 1996-1998 ppe., hrujwlGuwgytg

Reopening
of Noravank

is Holiness Karekin I, Supreme Pa-

triarch and Catholicos of All Arme-
nians, consecrated the churches of Noravank
St. Astvatsatsin (Holy Virgin) and St. Stepanos
Nakhavka on April 18, 1999 (Green Sunday).

Noravank was once the metropolitan seat
of Siunik, the spiritual center of the Orbelians. It
is also renowned for its ecclesiastical architec-
ture. St. Stepanos Nakhavka was renovated in
the 1980’s under the auspices of the State.

St. Astvatsatsin, half-destroyed by an
earthquake, was only partially renovated. Thus,
under the patronage of His Holiness Karekin
I, Supreme Patriarch and Catholicos of All Ar-
menians, and Bishop Abraham Mgrdtchian,
Primate of the Siunik Diocese, and by arrange-
ment of Archbishop Mesrob Ashjian, Execu-
tive Secretary of the Committee for the 1700th
Anniversary of the Adoption of Christianity as
State Religion in Armenia, as well as through
the benevolence of Canadian-Armenian bene-
factors Mr. Dicran and Mrs. Diana Hadjetian,




Unuhy fwrswrwmbtsh Gujuwugdony Junnigqwd Gytnt-
gni wipnnowlwiG JGrwuwlGglnidp (JaruyuwGgGiuwa
Guijuwgoh htnhGuwy™ Srwy Gwumuwirjw():

UhGy Gytntgni odnidin™ wmrpih 16-hG, duyng anrh
wwrgltlGsrnG GnbgGwaéanrnid ujyudbg «LnrujwlGp-99»
ghswdnnnyp (uglwyarmhy™ «Undhy» G2wynipuihG h-
nieyniG), nth wnwehG Ghusp Jurbtg S. UGurnm wrp. WUp-
GywlGnp: ShswdnnnyhG gaynignidGarny hwlGntu GywaG S.
Cwht wrp. UuttyywiGp, wjunbihynu Jwrwgnuws \wrni-
eyntGuln, ghsnipyniGGarh nnysnrabr, UwstGunuwrwiGh
G XN @UU hGughsnippyjwG i wgqugrnipejwl hGushsnish,
NwjwuswGh wgquyhG muwsytruwurwhh ghsw2uwsnn-
Gor: tbryw thG Gybtntignt pwrtrwrGbrn, UniGug ptdh
hngtinr nuwup, GntqGwdanrh dswynrwywlnipjwl ti
hwuwrwynipjwl swrpbr fjuwydtrh GarjuyuwgnighyGar:
LnyG orn SwywuswlGh wgquuyhG muwsyruurwhh Gnag-
Guidnrh dwuGuiijninnid pugytg «Undhy» S2wynipuyhG
uhniejw@ tr GnagGwanrh GyuwrhyGtrp® dwdwGuyuyhg
huwy prhusnGGuwlyuw G wrydtusnp Garjuwyuwglinn gniguhwiG-
ntu, huy pwnuwph Gryrughswywl pwiqurwlGh urw-
hnid yuywgwy UwGwnuynid hruswrwud «Lnruw-
JuwilGp-99» grph 2GnrhwGntun:

umrhih 18-h Jwun wnwynshg GntgGuadnrhg, 2row-
Jw pwnuwpGbrhg nt gnintrhg, GroiwGhg, Urgwjuhg ti
wyl Juyrbrhg ntmh LnruwjwGp 2wrdybaghG hwquirw-
Jnr nifjuswynrabr: CTnisny, Uwyr Upenn U. E9GhwdGh Gh-
wpwl hwyrGrh ninygnipyjwdp Lnrudwlp Jdwlwlag
UdtGuyG Suyng GwrtighG U upennhynunp® Juswrbn U.
Uusywowohn( i U. UstthwlGnu Luwjuwyyuw GytntghGtrn
ooniin:

Urwrnnnipjwlp GGryw thG Guwbi XX d2wynypeh
Gwuwrwr Mnuln Cwnnyw(Gp, swrwopuwhG Junuwi-
JuwirdwG i gnrownhr hwurgtrn Gujuwrwr +uuyhe Quw-
nnywGn, XN gljluwynr nwswjuwg Unjuw G Xnubtithjw(n, U.
UusywowdhG tytntignt pwrtirwrGtr Str ti ShyhG Sw-
GbpejwGiborn, hwqurwynr nijuswynrGar XuwyuwuswGhg
tr Uthyninphg:

CwrwlywGGorh ni uwndnuGtrh Grgagnnnipjudp
JwpennhynuwlwlG pGnhwlnir hnjuwlGnrn S. GurbghG
wirp. Loruhwwn, S. Uturnm wrp. U26wln, S. wrgtl
tmu. Uwrshrnuw(Gp, S. \ndGwG wrp. StrstrjwGp, S.
Uprwhwd tmu. Uyrsyjwlnp, S. Unwpb] Gmu. LQuurwdju-
Gp YwswrtghG U. Qusyudowodh( tytntgnt odnidp, nrhg
htsn urpwnyu YtnnGny ninnyaghG namh U. UsGthwGnu®
odbnt Guitii wyu GyantghG:

Gltintgnt odtw G wjwrshG Grwfushph junup wuwg
UniGgug ptih wnwelnrn S. Uprwhwd Gmu. UYyrsyjw-
Gp: GUantgnt pwGuwihGarhg dtyn urpwquG huyrp hwG-
nhuwynrwmbu hwGdGtg Jbohwthwn Xuwyrwmbsh(, Gry-
rnrnpn’ Gybtntgnt pwrbtrwrGtr Str ti ShyhG ShqgrwG ti
DYhwluw NXwttpyjwGaarpdG, huy trrnrnG wunhwytbs uGuw
tytntgni§:

ClnrhwynrwGph funuptr wuwghG Gt Urgwfiup
prtlih wnwelnrn S. Mwrgbti Gmu. UwrshrnuywGnp, Juw-

the complete renovation of the church built by

architect Momik was carried out in two years,
from 1996 to 1998 (Renovation plan was car-
ried out by Hrach Gasparyan).

The "Noravank 99" conference, organized
by the "Momik" Cultural Association, was con-
vened on Aprill6é in Yeghegnadzor, Vayots
Dzor, before the consecration of the church.
Archbishop Mesrob Ashjian presided at the
first meeting.

Archbishop Shahe Adjemian, academi-
cian Varazdat Harutiunian, doctors of sciences,
as well as scholars from the Matenadaran, RA
National Academy of Sciences, Archaeologi-
cal-Ethnographic Institute and the National Gal-
lery of Armenia, presented reports.

On the same day, an exhibition of contem-
porary Christian art by "Momik" Cultural Asso-
ciation and artists from Yeghegnadzor opened
in the Yeghegnadzor branch of the National Art
Gallery.

The presentation of the book "Noravank
99" published in Canada took place simultane-
ously in the Geological Museum of Yeghegnad-
ZOr.

Thousands of pilgrims from Yeghegnad-
zor, neighboring towns and villages, Yerevan,

4/



Jng dnrh Swrgmuts Mwlnnifus UwGniyjwGnp, LAX G2wyny-
Ph Gwuwrwr UrdtaG Uwrquuwip: Umw LnruuwGph
oolwl wnhpeny yohwthwn Suwyrwmbsh junupG pGebr-
gbig S. Uurnm wrp. W26jwGn:

«Uw wytiu hnipuwrdwG 2t uw hwdjuwsph G G2wyny-
Peh ogwfu t: U fwrswrumbtswlyuwG ti puGnuugnr-
owlywl Ynpnn pt. uw «nmrng» t, Gh «2pnuu», hGymbu
wyGpwG YuhrtGr wub] Mnn2julg, OrpGywlg G wjwswi-
mbswlwlG wy WGd gbrnwuswGiarn muwsinipjwl hinis
twuluwgtis GwrtghGywpennhynu XnjutthjwlGgn, nir mh-
sh quiGutirniGnGar” wyustn gsGont hwdwir wunpynirG hw-
Jwisph, gbntgynipywG tir hngbinr n1 dGswuynr Gwnwquyy-
enidh: Uw wyltiu unu wlGgjwiih hnipwirwr 2t wy wumrnn,
2Gynn nijuswstnh, nir §Gr dnnnyrnh quujuwyGarp mhsh
quii hwtwhuwyh htrpwyuwinipjwip, nmrngwluwGatr,
hwilwuwrwGuyuwGatar, ncmbGugh «pwrtntG» qrptrh
uh9h hngtntG 620wrsnipejwl wrdapltrp pwntG, Ghuw-
fuwunGaG hraGg hngtpwGnipywG G ghsniejwG by G nwn-
GwG LnrwudwlGph Gnr <hwdwswgyuGarp»:

Johwthwn Xwyrumbtsp Guiti gGwuhwswGph junupG
tr ninnnid pninr Grw@g, nyptr hrtGg wduwGnG GG niGagty
tytintgnt yaruywGqgGsiw G gnronid:

Uduwrstiny nGetrgwinieyniGn” Utiurnm Urpwqu-
Gn UwGuwy uhrwyhG hnywybg LnrwuyjwlGph nijush or:
Umuw Urswly wpn. Shgrw@uwGG nGebrgtg dohuwthuwn
Swyrumbtsh YnGnwyn, nrnyd U. QusywdowodhG tytntgni

Artsakh and elsewhere set off for Noravank
early on the morning of April 18. Shortly after-
wards, His Holiness Karekin I, accompanied by
the Monastic Brotherhood of the Holy See of
Etchmiadzin, arrived to consecrate the church-
es of St. Astvatsatsin and St. Stepanos Nakhav-
ka. The ceremony was also attended by the
Minister of Culture Roland Sharoyan, Minister
of Territorial Governance and Executive Af-
fairs Davit Zadoyan, Prosecutor General Agh-
van Hovsepian, benefactors of St. Astvatsatsin
Church Mr. and Mrs. Hadjetian, thousands of
pilgrims from Armenia and the Diaspora.

St. Astvatsatsin and St. Stepanos church-
es were consecrated by Archbishop Karekin
Nersessian, Archbishop Mesrob Ashjian, Bish-
op Pargev Martirossian, Archbishop Hovnan
Derderian, Bishop Abraham Mgrdtchian, and
Bishop Arakel Karamian.

At the end of the consecration ceremo-
ny, the Primate of the Siunik Diocese, Bishop
Mgrdtchian, expressed his gratitude.

Then he solemnly handed one of the three
keys to the church to His Holiness Karekin [, and
the second key was presented to the benefac-




Church consecration &



pwrbGrwrpG 26Gnrhytg NwjwuswGbuwyg UWUnwpbiuyuwG
Gltntgni pwrdrwugnyl mwrgbip® «U. Grhgnr Lniuwyn-
rhy» 2pwGrwGn: UaGGuwyG Suyng huyrumtsG wGdwdp
2pwlwln thwygrtg ShgrwG Nwtbejuwih YropnG:

Nwlnhuwynr dwuhg htsn Garyuwywgytag pnGnuwrdauwy
BwynipuynG huyswghr, Gnype niGiguwG Surgh murw-
JhG [udptrp, hraGg ustnowgnronieyniGGarn gniguunri-
ghG stnwgh ti GroiwlGhg dwulwGuwd wrdtuswgasaarn:

Grtih Jag-jnpe nur LnrujwGph &nrp ytr stub wyn-
pw G dwrnyuuyhG pwginipeinil, uwynmhpuh GGd snGuifudpni-
eyniG: Xwquwrwyjw anrp YuwGp tr wnt], nrnyhtstr yarw-
pwgyyy tr Gru Swrquirhsp” LnrwjwGpn:

Lus 1999-h wmrhihG hruswrwlyyud
dwinnh Gnipbtrh
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tors Mr. and Mrs. Hadjetian. The third one will
forever remain in the church.

Bishop Martirossian, Governor of Vayots
Dzor Pandukht Manukyan, and Minister of Cul-
ture of Nagorno Karabakh Republic Armen
Sargsyan also made congratulatory speeches.
Then, Archbishop Ashjian read the message
of His Holiness Karekin I on the consecration
of Noravank.

"Noravank is no longer a monument. It is
a house of faith and culture to be attended by
generations who will find here the source of
faith, beauty, spiritual and mental comfort. It is
no longer a reminder of the past, but a place of
pilgrimage attended by the sons of our nation.
Schoolchildren and students will come here
and learn the truth from these stone books!"

In his message, His Holiness Karekin I ex-
pressed his gratitude to those who had made
significant contributions to the renovation of
the church.

The second Sunday following Easter, i.e.
Green Sunday in the Armenian ecclesiastical
calendar, was declared a Day of Pilgrimage to
Noravank.

The encyclical of His Holiness was read
out loud, awarding the benefactor of St. Astvat-
satsin Church with the medal of St. Gregory the
[lluminator, the highest award of the Armenian
Church.

His Holiness personally pinned the medal
to the breast of Dicran Hadjetian.

After the solemn part of the ceremony, a
cultural program was presented. Dance en-
sembles of the region performed. Local and
Yerevan artists presented their works. For near-
ly 6-7 centuries, the gorge of Noravank had not
witnessed such a crowd and such a great fes-
tivity.

The centuries-old gorge was revived as its
gem Noravank reopened.

1999 Apiril Press Release

Shapw Gt Ywlw Iwhbipjwltp
Dicran and Diana Hadjetian
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10 swurh wunuw9

lr" [ nrwujwlGph JGrwupwgniihg wnwe, 1999
¥ | pywyuwlGpG, UnGrawmnd (nyu stuwy «Lnrw-
Jwilp-99» Jtrswnnipjuidp dnnnjwonilG, nrn GYhrgud
tr GowGuwynr JulGph muwsinipeywln ti U. UusquwowonG
Gyantgnt JarwlGnrngiwGn: LwuwdbtnGnnG tr Uturnm
wirptmhuynmnu U6jwlGn, Uthyninpnid 6GJuwid, puyyg wd-
pnnowmbiu N\wywuswiny wmrnn puwgwnhly Gyhryuwg dh
dwrn ti shmwr hngbinruuwG: XuwywuswGnid prhusn-
Gonipjwl nrmbu mbswlyuw G YrnG hnywydwG 1700-wu§ywi-
yh gruwutGyuyh Jurhy pwrsninurph muw2snGnid gsGyb-
1INy, G wdtl swlGp gnrownrnid tr nrmbugh muwswt
ytrmny G2dh wyn nurwuwqgshy hnpbGywGp: Cws pwG
hweonnyag® wyn pynid® LnrujwlGph Gnrngni§p, nrn)
pw@ tf wGwswr GGwg: Wn wdbGad wydd muisinieynil
I hGpn® pwqdwrnniG UGurnm UrpwquGa f wuGduwdwi-
Gwy YuwlGphg htnwguwy 2003-hG... Auyg muwsinipjniin
Yuwrtinr t htlGg GrwGny, nr hr dte hhonnnipywG hts GGy-
stin Gt muwsquwd t muwrniGuynid: fwusqud™ pwirh gnr-
otirh, hngtunr YuwGpny wmrbni, wqgGynipywd, yahuwGa-
Gnipjw G, hwyraGuuuhrnieyw, Ganogwuhrniejwd, puurt-
gnronipjwa:

I8 UmPhL 1999

Ten Years Ago

collection of articles entitled "Nora-
vank-99" and devoted to the history

of the celebrated monastery as well as the
renovation of the St. Astvatsatsin (Holy Virgin)
Church upon the initiative of Archbishop Mes-
rob Ashjian was published in Montreal In 1999,
before the reopening of Noravank. Born in the
Diaspora, Mesrob Ashjian was a devout son of
Armenia and a model clergyman.

As Secretary General presiding over the
Office of the 1700th Anniversary of the Adop-
tion of Christianity as State Religion of Arme-
nia, he spared no effort to celebrate this mo-
mentous jubilee with due attention. It was an
unprecedented success.

His Eminence Mesrob Ashjian passed
away prematurely in 2003. What makes his-
tory significant is that it contains both memory
and message. The message is to live a spiritual
life, along with doing good deeds, and display-
ing honesty, magnanimity, patriotism, piety
and charity.

Archbishop Ashjian’'s speech, excerpted
from the book "Noravank-99," is presented be-
low. It refers to the parents of benefactors Di-
cran and Diana Hadjetian. (The English version
is being published herewith for the first time.).

Words of Blessing
and Memory

The renovation program of churches and
monasteries has a special role in the celebra-
tions of the 1700th anniversary of Christianity
in Armenia.

Indeed, under the auspices of His Holi-
ness, Karekin I, Supreme Patriarch and Catholi-
cos of All Armenians, dozens of churches will
reopen and host the faithful, who will come
closer to God, thank their Creator and pray for
peace in the world, especially in Armenia, and
happiness to Armenians.

The St. Astvatsatsin Burtelashen Church in
the village of Amaghu was the first to be ren-
ovated. The expenses for the renovation and
landscaping were covered by a couple from
Montreal, Canada, Mr. and Mrs. Dicran and
Diana Hadjetian, in memory of their parents,



Usnrti Garjuywgynn” Ubturnm wrptmpuynmnu Wp-
GjwGh junupp punyuwiod t «LnrujwlGp-99» qrphg b ytruw-
ptrnid t GnrujwlGph pwrtrwrGbr Shgrw@G G YhwGua
Nwtbpejwiitrh 0GnnGarpG (wGqlartG pwrqgiwinieyuudp
hruswruyynid t wunwehG wlGgquib):

fTuoup orhGnipetuwG ti jhpwswyh

Lrhusnlinypebwl NwjwuswlGh mGswuyuwl yroG hn-
ywyiwl 1700-wdtbwyh soGwywswrnipbwlGg 2wrphG
Jwsniy stin niGh JuGptirn: ti GantghGarnt yarwGnrngni-
ptwG orwughrp: Urnwrti, WaGGuyG S\uwyng Swyyrwumutshd,
L. U. O. S. S. QuiraghG U bwpnnhynuh hnduGhhG Gar-
ptil pwqiwswulwy GytntghGtr JarushG yn muwydow-
nwGuwG t1 yn ganbgyuGuiG tr hraGg uudwrGtrn: Garpbi
U'nGnniGhG wnopwinr huwswgtuwGtrp, nrnGp mhsh
wibh vostGuwG Uusniony, thwnp G gnhniphiG swG hraGg
UstinohynG G wnopetlG wluwrhh juwnuinniptw, Suuyng
wipfuwrhh wlnnrrniyetwd, ti huy dnnnynirnp GreowGyni-
PGwG hwuduwir:

Wyn JwGptrni Gi GytantghGtrni GnrngniptwGg 2wr-
phG wnwehGn hwnhuwguir Udwnnt LnrujwlGph Anir-
PeLw2tG U. UusniuudwdhG tytntghG, nrniG GnrngniptwG
G 2rowumuwish pwrturgniptwl dwuutrp uphruwyodwr
yarmnyd uswGaltghG UnGertGwh (QuwGuwsw) pGuyhy
huwiwswinr ti uprtih gnyg dp° ShagrwG ti ShwGu Swtt-
PLwG wainip, h jhpgwswy hrtGg o0Gnnug” LbtinG ti WGt
Nwttptwlh ti 3ngdhwGGiu UstthwGbuwGh:

ShqgrwG ti Shwlw GuwlGwswh hwy quwnniph uh-
rniuud Grjurgniuud wlnuwlGartG GG, hraGg gnroniGiniphi-
Gn jwusyjwmtu dunuud GG U. Bwynp Uwyr Gyantging Gi
nmrngh 2rowGwyhG Gte, i g@whwsniwd ULGdoh SwGa
Uhihyhny hGymtu GuwrtghG G Uruld UwpennhynuGtrtG ti
UstGuyGXwyng S. S. GwrtghG U XuyrwumbstG™ hraGg pw-
rtmuwi2sniptiwG, hutwsphG, danGarhgnietwG huwdwr ti
h gGuhwsniphiG hraGg gniguptrud hwdwhuwyuyuG
nghhG: Swrpbr tr w YyrGur puuwy. h Jyareny” «<nrnh Gaw-
GniphiG horG ptrt», Gi Shgrw@ i ShwGuw™ hrtlGg 0Gnnwg
hwrwqws muwsytrG tG, wlGnGg uhrnyG wrquuhpp,
wilnGg GwlptG pwinn huynt hnghGtr:

Nwsh, wju wnpht §'nigaGp jhpuwswyh GrorhGniptuwG
fuoup w wrdwGuqgrb; Udwnnt LnrujwGph Anirpbuw-
2tG U. Wusniuudwoh( Gyantghh yarwlnrngniptuwlg uw-
swrnn winih 60Gnnug jhpwswynG:

ShwGuwh huyrp” 83nghwGGitu UstthwGawG, oGuwd t
Twpni, 3 3niGniwr 1903 p., ti pGswltop thnjuwunrniud
Nuwrujwusw(, Xnuwusw(G, hnay™ Gghmsnu: 3nyhwG-
Gtu 1929-nG “GYGwO t MnitGnu Wyrtu, UrdwGehG: WjGstn
yUn odwnyh hr ytwGpnp, JudinmuGuGuy mniruugh Uqui-
snihh SardwGtwGh hts, Yp pwunnuinrnip Grynt nniusra-
rny’ ShwlGw-UGuwhhs ti EsGu-Lwyjhrh:

3ngyhwGGtu YniGoGuwy wgquyhG-tyantguyuG po-
nniG gnroniGiniphiG, Yyn hwlGnhuwGuy N. 3. Gw2Guuygni-

Levon and Angele Hadjetian and Hovhannes
Stepanian.
Dicran and Diana are beloved and hon-

ored members of the Armenian community in
Canada. They have been generous donors to
the Surp Hagop Armenian Church and School
in Montreal. They have been held in high es-
teem by His Holiness Aram [, Catholicos of
the Great House of Cilicia, and His Holiness
Karekin I, Supreme Patriarch and Catholicos of
All Armenians, for their piety, faith, enterprise,
patriotism and charity.

After all, Dicran and Diana continued the
way of their parents. Like father, like son. To
this end, we would like to bless and remem-
ber the parents of the couple who contributed
to the renovation of the St. Astvatsatsin Bur-
telashen Church of Noravank. Diana’s father,
Hovhannes Stepanian, was born on January 3,
1903 in Baku. The family moved to Persia and
India, then Egypt. In 1929 Hovhannes emigrat-
ed to Buenos Aires, Argentina. There he met
his wife, Azaduhi Fermanian, who bore him
two daughters, Diana-Anahid and Edna-Nairi.

Hovhannes led a prolific national life. He
was a distinguished figure in the Armenian

Ubupnuy wppbiwhuynuwnu Uptywh / Archbishop Mesrob Ashjian



Uquinnthh dtipdwlyjwl
Azadouhi Fermanian
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Andhw Oty Untithwlywh
Hovhannes Stepanian

PLwlG YuwrywnniG ntdp, rurpdtwlG JurdwrwGh hhdGui-
nhr, X. U. C. U-wyw(, dh2s w2juwstiny downwyb Gytnt-
aghhG, hr mwsjwGwod yugqiwytrmniptuw(Gg™ hunwspny,
Gnihrnish wG2whwjuGnhr nghny:

3nyhw(GGiu UstthwGbw G Swhwgui 25 hnystdpbr
1977-hG:

ShaqrwGh huyrp™ LainG SwGtptuwd, 6Guwd t 1900-hG,
Storp Go|, ShgrwGwytrsgh pGswGhph dGe: NXuyni ubi
Gwwswghrp nunGortG hwurniuudwd t Gut hr pnGswGh-
pn G 1915-hG p2niGinyd wpunrh GwdpwGhrp, hwuwod t Str
Dorh wlGwmusGarp, nir nwnG ortr wumrhyt Gsp Gwo t
Switm, Nrne: 1922-h0G LainG wdGgwd t UntGpuwlGnrhw®
Gghmsnu, nir Gir hwGnhmuwo t hr YawlGph nGyGrnihhhG*
UGdh MasrnubGwGhG, nrnt hGs w Jugutg nplGswGayuiG
pwngr pnjG Op Gr Uusniwd orhGtg hrtlGg wdniuGniphi-
Gn° 2Gnrhginyg hrtGg Grynt quuuyGbr: ShqgrwGnihh Gi
Shgrw: LtinG niGbguwi wnbisruuyuwiG juuegnn wwumuirtq”
26Gnrhht hr GujuwdtnGnipbtwG ti pGusnir 2GnrhGarniG:
anroh YnnphG® LtinG Gnuu pwurtrwr tr dGytaGuau:

LbinG th WGt XwtptwlG widnn 1962 p. hwuswsnib-
guwi Un(Gpertwy, Gwluwsw, nir yurti duwdwGuiy jtisny LtinG
hwGqustiwG Ynynitiguwi, §hps 2wurniGuybiny hr pwrtrw-
rniphiGGorn wgquyhG 2rowGuiyt Goru: Gnuit Ypuwhwyr
U. Bwynp Gytntginy i hwuuwi pninrnp yurhphG: ShyhG UG-
dtG wi, hr hwGruyhG gnroniGiniptuw Gy, Gnuur wunyd
G fuwlGnuwidwin huynihh: Gghmsnuh WG9 UluhpwrtwGaa-
rnt shyGwGg shnietw( winwad tr, Suuu Yp uugdtr Xwy
Uwirdpr vwyhG, GuGusuwyh Gte wi X.0.U-hG, Shwdwdwi-
Guy huGnhuwGuuny druupw G G mwrswtwluwy winud
hr mwsjuwGuwd dshniptwlg, ti umwlnumuh duwyr® hr
nGswGhphG:

LtinG dwhwgut 7 Ognusnu 1986-nG, UGALT 19
‘Lnjbdpbr 1991-hG, puwyg, Juswh tGp, gnh ti GrowGhy,
pwGh hrtGg quuuwyGorp” ShgrwG tit Shwlw, hwdpnirt-
h hunmwswirdniptwdp Yp 2wurniGuytG hraGg gnron” wg-
quuhG, Gyantguyuwd, S2wynipuyhlG wumuwrtgGtrt Garu,
hwGnhuwGuny shmuwr puwrbrwrGar, G jusyjwmtu up-
rth wGatr, nrnGp hrtGg 2nire yn swurwobG utr, pwrb-

Ubdt| whtipjwl
Angele Hadjetian

LunG 3whtipywl
Levon Hadjetian

Revolutionary Federation, the founder of the
Khrimian School, as well as the founder and
president of the Homenetmen Club. He served
the church and these organizations with faith,
devotion and a spirit of impartiality. Hovhannes
Stepanian passed away on October 25, 1977.

Dicran’s father, Levon Hadjetian, was born
in 1900 into a Dortyol family from Tigranakert.

The tragic fate of the Armenians struck
his family, too. In 1915 they were deported to
the desert of Der-Zor; having spent bitter days
there, they went first to Aleppo and then Bei-
rut. In 1922, Levon left for Alexandria, Egypt,
where he met his future wife Angele Bedros-
sian. They got married and lived happily. God
blessed their union, granting them two chil-
dren: Dicranuhi and Dicran.

Owing to his practical innate abilities, Le-
von achieved heights in commerce. Besides
business, he was a benefactor and a patron
of arts.

Levon and Angele Hadjetian settled in
Montreal, Canada in 1962. Shortly afterwards,
Levon retired but always remained engaged
in national benevolence. Levon Hadjetian be-
came the godfather of the Surp Hagop Church
and helped people in need. Angele was an en-
thusiastic public figure. She was a hard-work-
ing and conscientious member of the Mkhitar-
ian Ladies Guild in Egypt, the Armenian Red
Cross, as well as the Armenian Relief Society
in Canada. At the same time, she was a devot-
ed, traditionalist mother to her family.

Levon died on August 7, 1986; Angele, on
November 19, 1991.

They passed away in peace, and their chil-
dren faithfully continue their work in national,
ecclesiastical and cultural areas, as model



Lnpwyw0ph nijuinh opp, 2000p. wwphih 23-h / Day of Pilgrimage to Noravank, April 23, 2000

JuwidniehiG, G GurnniG hwGntm hwiwsp G jurquGp,
wrdwGuunrumtu muwrgtiwsrniiny bofjuwGuwg W. ur-
gh 2pwlywlny Urwd U. Ywupnnhynuh dtnwdp™ 1997
‘LnjbdpbrpG:

Wjuor, LnruwydwGph Gte h §h huwmwpniwd, 2Gnrhwyuwi-
inehiG Yn juysGulGp ShgrwGhG ti ShwGuyhG, ShwGuih
vor” UqusnihppG ti hroGg quuwyGarniG b hwrwquisGa-
rnil, pwGh dtgh snihG nirwfuniehiGp stuGGnt Anirpetiw-
2tG U. Uusniwuowdluwy giptehlG muuyyodownniehiGG nt ntmp
tryhGp pnhzpp:

N1 pninru «NNnrdp» swGp LainG G UGdt SwtitptuwG-
GGrniG G 83nyhwGltu UstithwGuwiGh jhpwswyhG wnopeb-
Iny, nr Wusniwd trijGuyhG hr optiwGGtrniG Ste nGnniGh
wnGg pwrh hnghG:

2 Uwrs 1999, U. EpdhwdohG

Utiurnm wrpbmhujnmnu Upt6twG
dJwirhy LQursninwir 1700-wuyjuyh qruubtGauyh

benefactors and valued members of the com-
munity, who spread love, friendship, faith in
and respect for man.

In November 1997, Dicran and Diana Had-
jetian were decorated with the Knight of Cilicia
medal by Catholicos Aram I.

Today, we have gathered in Noravank to
express our gratitude to Diana and Dicran, Di-
ana’s mother, Azaduhi, their children and rela-
tives, since they have given us such an oppor-
tunity to see the splendor of the dome of St.
Astvatsatsin Burtelashen. May we remember
Levon and Angele Hadjetian and Hovhannes
Stepanian in our prayers so that God may ac-
cept them in His Kingdom of Heaven.

March 2, 1999, Holy Etchmiadzin

Archbishop Mesrob Ashjian
Executive Secretary of the 17th
Centenary Celebrations Office
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lr" [ nruyjwlGph U. QusyuwdwohG tytntghG yhuny
¥ | ;uuth wytirdtg tr 1840 . tryrwwrdhg: 1996-
98 pp. Witluw)G \uyng Jupnnhynu GwrtghG UnwehGh
hnJuGunrnipyudp, 1700-ujuyn snGuujuswrnipjwl
qgrwubGuyh Gi UniGug pbtdh juqdwybarmdawdp, juw-
Guwnwhuwy pwrbrwrGar Str tr ShyhG ShgrwG G xhwGuu
NwittpjwGGorh dayoGuunipjwdp hruyuwGugyaghG Jya-
rwjwlGgGnnuijulG w2uwswGpGtr, nrnGg 2Gnrhhy sw-
nwGnwynr Undhyh Gujuwugdwd hrwpwytrs GyantghG
wydyd Jar t junjulGnid hr Guijuwustnd stupny ni 2ptnni-
PJjwip: GUtntgnt yarupwgnitiG nt odonidip vtodo huwuGnGuny
stnh niGGguy 1999 . wmrhih 18-hG" GrewGyuhhpw-
swly UdtGuyG Swuyng Jwpnnhynu SGwrtghlG UnwohGh
dtnpnd:

wn orquiGhg wGgh t 10 swrh...

hGy T Juswrdbgp wyn swrhGarpG: UnwehG G gjuw-
Jnr wurngniGpG wyG t, nr 'LnrujwGpG wyn dwudwGwyhg
h dar niGh hngtinr hnyhy, JuGpn gnronid t, wyustin Gw-
snigynid t U. Mwswirwg, Juswrynid GG dyrsnipywl ni
muwyh otubr:

‘LnrwudjwlGpn Gpswumbiu gsGynid t WdtGuyG Xwyng
Jwpnnhynu GwrbtghG Gryrnrnh ti UniGyuug pbtdh wunuwe-
Gnrn Uprwhwd tmhuynmnu UYrsyjuGh nipuwnrnipjwl
ytGsrnGnid: Wustn Juswrynn pwrturgiwlG wpuw-
swilpGtrnG hraGg sGo dwulGuygnieyniGG GG niGagb Str
ti1 ShyhG ShgqrwG G YhwGuw NXwtbpywGaarn:

Uuwswrguwod wpuwswiGplbrhg hhpwswynieyuuG wir-
dwGh GG.

o pnGnwrdwy ti hwrdwrwyts JuGwsw(G uunnignidp,
« thnpr dwsninGtrh swGhpGarh JarwuGnrngniin,
« wunpynir hnipuwrdwGh Junnigniin,
« JuGwlwG 2reywumuwrumh wdpnnewgniyn,
« swurwoph pnGnhwGnir pwurtuwrgnidp,
« uwwhwswy gpnuninhGbrh muwsruusniin,
« JwlGp pwrdrwgnn GuGumurhp jwy-
GuugnidG ni wdrwgnidn G wyG:

Yuwirtinr GG Gwbti JuGp wgbnnGtrp hwdwr nrn-
2wyh hwrdwrnipeniGGtrn ustndnmip” wysnyuywGui-
stin, Guswrw@Gabr ni hnduGngGar, uwGhwGgnyg ti wyG:
JuwlGplG wumuwhnwo t judbgint ornyd i jaysruyuiGni-
Pywlp: JdbrohG swurhGtrpnG hruuGugyt) t dwnwisniGy,
2nirg 2000 dwn t sGudb, nrnGg nnnqiwG hwdwr Juw-
nnigyby t gruudpuwir:

Unwohyuynid JuGpp yniGoGu hnipwGdarGorh i
grpbrp juwGnie, huy dhGy wn XwbbpyulG wdiniuhGGarh
hnjuwGuwynrnipyuidp LnrujwlGph dwuhlG smuwqgryty Ga
huwybraG, wGqioral, $ruuGubrtG grpnyylar: LrwlGp hng
GG swrt] Gubtr LnrudwGpnid umuwiuwynrnn hngtinrw-

Ten Years Later

he St. Astvatsatsin Church of Nora-

vank was half-destroyed in the earth-
quake of 1840. Renovations were carried out
during 1996-1998 under the auspices of the
Catholicos of All Armenians Karekin I, upon
the initiative of the Committee for the 1700th
Anniversary of the Adoption of Christianity as
State Religion of Armenia, the Siunik Diocese
and Armenian-Canadian benefactors Mr. Di-
cran and Mrs. Diana Hadjetian. Owing to them,
this magnificent church, built by the talented
architect Momik, is now standing in its initial
splendor.

The reopening and solemn consecration of
the church took place on April 18, 1999, with Ca-
tholicos of All Armenians Karekin I presiding.

Ten years have passed since then.

What has transpired over these years?

First and foremost, Noravank now has a
pastor; the monastery is open; Divine Liturgy
is celebrated; baptisms and weddings are held
here.

Noravank is always in the focus of atten-
tion of Catholicos of All Armenians Karekin Il
and the Primate of the Siunik Diocese Bishop
Abraham Mgrdtchian. Mr. and Mrs. Hadjetian
have personally taken part in the renovation
worKk.

The following improvements deserve men-

tion:

« The construction of a large new residence
(vanatun)

« The renovation of small chapel roofs

» The restoration of the main monument

« The completion of monastery walls

» The general improvement and landscaping of
the site

« The preparation of paved alleys

« The expansion and reinforcement of the road
leading to the monastery.

Great importance was attached to accommo-
dations for visitors to the monastery, such as
parking, benches, shade, public lavatory, etc.
Electricity and drinking water are now avail-
able. In the past several years, over 2,000
trees have been planted. Irrigation channels
have been built.

There will be a souvenir shop and book-
store in the near future. Booklets about Nora-
vank are published in the Armenian, English
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YwGh SuuhG® Gru hwdwr atnp partging downuwnnwwG  and French languages under the patronage of
pGuywrwG (GnbgGuanr punwpnid) tr wuysndtpbGuu: the Hadjetian couple.

2005 pywlwih utmstuptrng LnrujwlGph hngb- They have provided the minister with a
inr hnyhdG t S. Uwhwly pwhwGuw Uwrshrnuywlnp, nrpn  car and an apartment in Yeghegnadzor.
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wyustn ny ShuwyG hr GyonbgwywG dwnuwynieniGG t uw-
swurniy, wyitl nwrdg t'unrujuGph hujyuyuwG Gyhryuan:
Awduwyuw@t G241, nr Gutr (ntuwGuirynipyjuwdp swurdginy,
Guw JwGph GyantghGarG ni juwypwrGrp swurdw swrpbr
GnuwGuwyGbarpG nt oryuw swrpbr dwlarhG mwsytrnn hw-
qurwynr (nuwGuwirGar t wrt nt nruGp pnnuwryt br-
yni fjuswuwhynd:

‘LnrujuwGpn hwdwhuwyuwyuwG GouGuiynieyniG niGh,
pwyg wnwehG htrphlG hngtinr JoarwquwirpenGp t parnid
orowljw pGuwduwyrtirnG: UjniGyug pbdh wnwelGnrnh
GuiluwdtnGnipjudp wydld JuGpG niGh Grgyuunidp, nrh
wlnwulbrG GG UrtGh G Urthh gyninGrh nmrngGGrh 1-
10-rn nuwuwrwGGarn wpwybrsGbrn: 3nirwuupuwGyynir
nmrnghg 40 wpwytrs Yhrwyh orp ptdh sruudwnrud
wysnpniuGbrny quihu GG JuGp, GwuGuygnid U. Tiwuswi-
rwgh(, huy nrwGhg htsn GrjuwGtarh hwdwr nrtit Ghen-
gwnnid t yuglwyarmynid:

udthnihginy wrdwGuwagrtlGp. LnrudwlGplG wyuor
wmrnid b WG wyunihtsti sShuyG pGnipywG hrwpuwh wG-
WniG Gi hr GwrswrwumbswlwlG gbngynipjudp wgb-
(niGarnG quurdwgGnn hnipuwrdwG pt, wyitr JuGp, nijusw-
Juwyr, huy hwdwswgjwih wnnpwstn, hGyhG Yynygud t
tintl h uygpwaG:

Father Sahak Martirossian has been the
pastor of Noravank since September 2005. Per-
forming religious service is his main duty, but Fa-
ther Sahak has become a real devotee of Nora-
vank. He has taken thousands of photographs of
the churches and cross-stones of the monastery
in various seasons and times of the day, which
have been put on two compact discs.

Noravank has acquired pan-Armenian
significance. However, its prime mission is the
spiritual renaissance of the neighboring towns.
On the initiative of the Primate of the Siunik
Diocese, a Sunday school was founded in the
monastery. It is attended by 1st tolOth graders
from the public schools of Areni and Arpi. Ev-
ery Sunday, 40 schoolchildren are transported
to the monastery in buses provided by the Di-
ocese. They attend mass, after which various
events are organized for them.

In conclusion, we would like to acknowl-
edge that Noravank is flourishing today. From
now on, it is not merely a picturesque site or a
monument fascinating visitors with its architec-
tural beauty, but a true monastery and a place
of pilgrimage for faithful Armenians, like it was
meant to be from the very outset.



LnrudjuwlGpn
JarohG huuGgrguwa ...

SN

|l\‘ Gnwynr Uthyninpniy, 2008 . dwrsh 11-hG 69 swi-
|= A rauGnid hr SwhywGuwgniG YGpbg LnrujuwlGph
puwrtirwur Shgrw@G Xwttpjwin: UGumuwubih n1 2ws dw-

Gr tr wu Ynrnwusp pninrh hwdwir, Gr wGdwdwGuiy: van
nrpw”G Oorwgrtr niGhr...

Shgrwl Xwttpjwih Jump XwywuswGh hts uyu-
Jbp tr Juunnig: Mwsdinid t dhwlu NXwtbpyjwln. «Shgruw-
Gh hts wnwoh(G wlGquld Xuwywusw(G tGp wygbihp 1983
pPpdwlywlGhG ti Gnbp GGp GreowlGuhhpwswly JdwqgqgbQ
Unw9ohG wpennhynuh hynirp: 1996-n hniGqwrhG, Grp
GuwirtghG UnwehGp gsGynid tr UnGrownid tr Gytntgnid
Uny wrtg, nr wdtl oh yuurnn pGswGhp hwGaaG wnGh Nw-
Jwusw(nid Wby Gytntgnt GnrngiwlG hnjuGwynrnipjni-
Gp, “GGp wnwehlGn wrdwquwlGpbghlGp ti hwgnrn orp
Jdhwthwnh dns qGwiny wuwghGp, nr muwsruwus GGp
wyn hwGdGuwnnipjwnp: huy Uturnm W26wl Urpwqu-
Gp Wtq wnwwryug, nr hnquGuwynraGp LnrwuyuwGph U.
UusywowohG tytntgnt yarwGnrugniip: 8nyg sytg (ni-
uwGyuwrGtr, gdwqgrtr, huy LnruuwlGpn vGGp ntn ythGp
stuti: 1996-hG tinwlGnny ujuyaghG w2fuwswGplGarn huy
1999-h qurGwGn GwGp ti dGr wyptrny stuwlGp wyn
hrwpwaqtin JuiGpn: drwlhg htsn ShqrwGh hts G2sw-
mbu yumyuwo GlGp tnt LnrwdwGph has, qrget wata
swrh Gyg GGap: Umrnid thGp YwGwnuyniy, puwyg hngny
ursny wyustn thGp™ LnruywGpniy»:

NwswiGh hwuwyni§ var Onrh ndnfjupp stuwd shqg-
rwluwytrsgh hnr quuwyG tr ShgrwG SXwbpeywiGn, nrp
oGyt t Gghmsnuniy, wyGnihtstl pGswGnp stnuithnfuytyg
Ywwnuw b1 hwegnn gnrowrwrnipjudp gpunytb, Shuw-
dwilwlwly Grptp yhrwudwrdginy wqgquyhG puurtupruw-
JwdlG gnroniGtnipeyniGhg: GrowlGywhhpwswly Uturnm
wrpbtmhuynmnu Up6jwlGp ShgrwG NXwbejuwGhG tr Gru
shyGne YhwlGuyhG wGuwlhp t «sshmur puwrbtrwrGar,
nrnGp «prtGg 2niren Yn swrwobG utr, puurtyudniehiG
Gt SwurnniG hwGntm huuwsp G jurquGp»: UGhGuar t GGy
wn vty pdwrytb; wu pGswGhph™ dnGrouuwhuwynipyuwG
hwilwr wrwd pwrtgnronieniGGarp, uwyuwyG Goth t, nr
nrwGp ninnytb GG 61 utoh SwGG uphihyhn U. S\wynp GyG-
nbigniG G1 Uwyr Upenn U. E9oGhwoGh U. Qrhgnr Lniuwyn-
rhy GybntgniG, nrh hwdwr pwrtgnroGarG wurdwGugty
GG yupnnhynuGarh gGuwhuwswGph(G:

UwlwyG wyu pGswGhph hwdwr twywswgruyuG
tnwy Ywyng nwrdh 1700-wuyjwyh snGuwswrniin, nrhp
2rowGwynid GruuGp hwGaG wnwG LnrudwGph U. Qus-
Jwowohl aybtntgni yGrujuGqGiwG, huly wyGnihtsti
JwiGph pGnhwGnir puwrGurgdwG hnuGuwynrnipiniGn:
SharwGG nt dhwGwlG GnrudwlGpni§ gswlG hraGg hw-
JuwuswiGywG sniGp, nrh hwdwr hraGg JurtGhG wrtghG:

Noravank,
LLast Haven

n March 11, 2008, the benefactor of
Noravank, Dicran Hadjetian, passed

away at the age of 69 in Montreal. It was a pre-
mature, unexpected and painful loss for all, as
there were so many projects remaining for him
to accomplish.

Dicran Hadjetian had close ties with Arme-
nia, going back several decades. Diana Had-
jetian states: “Dicran and I visited Armenia for
the first time in 1983 to attend the Blessing of
the Holy Muron. In 1996, His Holiness Karekin
I made his first Pontifical visit to Canada as
Catholicos of the Mother See of Holy Etchmi-
adzin. In one of his sermons, Karekin called
upon well-to-do families to commit themselves
to renovating one church in Armenia as part
of the celebration of the 1700th Anniversary
of the Adoption of Christianity in Armenia. We
were the first to respond; the same day, after
Holy Mass, we advised His Holiness that we
were ready to make such a commitment.

Archbishop Mesrob Ashjian suggested that
we sponsor the renovation of the St. Astvatsat-
sin Church in Noravank. He showed us photos
and the plan of the church. But we hadn’t seen
Noravank yet. The active process of renovation
began in 1996, and we came to see this splen-
did monastery in the spring of 1999. After that,
we grew attached to Noravank and went there
every year. We lived in Canada but our hearts
were in Noravank.”

Dicran Hadjetian was the son of a Ti-
granakert native having survived the horrors
of Der Zor. Born in Egypt, he moved together
with his family to Canada, where he started a
successful career, at the same time remain-
ing faithful to national charitable work. The
late archbishop called Dicran Hadjetian and
his wife Diana model benefactors who spread
love, friendship and respect for mankind.

Though it is impossible to list all their char-
itable deeds involving the Armenians of Mon-
treal, we may proudly mention their charitable
contributions to the Surp Hagop Church of the
Great House of Cilicia as well as the St. Grego-
ry the llluminator Church of the Mother See of
Holy Etchmiadzin. For their support, they were
greatly appreciated by both catholicoi.



Shgrw Xwtbpjwih guGynipjwG hudwduwyG Lruw-
JwlGpn nurdwy Grw ytrohG hwGgrguwGn: 2008-h hniGh-
uh 8-nG juninGbrwd uquyphr dnnnyrnh GGryjuwynipyudp,
tytnGgwywlG hwsniy wrwrnnnipjulip ShgrwG Nwtb-
eywGh woniGn hwGaGytg huyraGh hnnhG: Xninwrywyn-
rnejul dwdwiwy fjunup wuwg UniGug pbih wnwe-
Gnrn S. Uprwhwd Gmphuynmnu UYyrsyjwln, nrp Garju-
JugGni§ GGp usnrhti:

«G1 Ynytiwug Uusniwud gGui...»

Uhrgh grnuusw G Xwtbpjul “FhwlGu G qujuiy-
Gar ti pwrtwdGtr, hngbtinr GnpuyrGar: Swunp swrhGar
winwe Ir, Grp GrowGuihhpwswy GuwrtghG UnwehG ti
Uburnm UrpuquiG U26jwiG ti tu YjunrhhGp, ot hGymbu
mhsh JurnnwGuwGp wytrwyGtrh yarudydyuwd wyu hnyw-
ytrs LtnrudjwlGpnp ybruwphGgp ti yoaruwyuwGqglb, nrmbGu-
gqh muwsrwus [hGar 1700-wu§yuyn snGuuyuswrnipjw:
UwhG pwglwpehy orwgrtr tr wyn orwqrtirng vtq hw-
twr wnwlGuyhG tr LnrudwGpn: Awyg yJuyhG wyG Gh-
ongltrp, nrnGgny hGuwrwynr (hGar JaruwGqGb wyn
ynpennp: 61 6h wGquwyl UGurnm Urpuuquw Gl wuwg, nr hG-
pn ghsh wyG SwrnniG, nrp mhsh uswGaGh wyn gnron ti
Gu hwrgrtigh pt ny t, wrnnp hwiGnhmi| GGp: Uuwg, nr
ntn NSuywuswG by zh Gnb, puyg LnrwujwGpn nwnGuunt t
Grw hwdwr Gnr huyyrtGhp: Grp Jarunurdwy Gwdthnr-
nnipjniGhg, swrhy tr hr hts LnrudwGph Guuwgotrn,
G muwsitg, pt hGymbu tnuy hwlGnhmniip hGnwynr
UwGwnuyni§ Shagrw(G Nw6bpejwGh hGs, ti nirwfu |nirp
wdtbstg: 61 JbhwithwnG wuwg, nr wdd dswhngybni

However, the 1700th-anniversary celebra-
tion of Christianity in Armenia became fateful
for their family. In connection with the celebra-
tion, they pledged their support for the recon-
struction and subsequent general renovation
and improvement of the monastery. Dicran
and Diana did their best and found their Arme-
nian home in Noravank. According to his wish,
Noravank became Dicran Hadjetian’s final rest-
ing place. On June 8, 2008, Dicran Hadjetian
was buried with due church ceremony, attend-
ed by mourners.

Bishop Abraham Mgrdtchian made a
speech at the funeral, as follows:

"And God called him...!"

"Dear Hadjetian family, Diana, children,
friends and brothers, ten years ago, the late Ca-
tholicos Karekin I, Archbishop Mesrob Ashjian
and [ were thinking about how we could restore
and renovate the ruins of splendid Noravank,
so that it would be ready in time for the 1700th-
anniversary celebration. There were numerous
projects but Noravank was the prime objective.

However, we did not have the means to re-
build the monument. Then Archbishop Ashjian
told us that he knew a man who would under-
take the work. When 1 asked whether I knew
him, the archbishop told me that the man had
not been in Noravank, but Noravank would be-
come a new homeland for him.

When Archbishop Ashjian went back, he
took the plan of Noravank with him. He told
us about the meeting with Dicran Hadjetian in
distant Canada and brought back the good tid-
ings. His Eminence told me I had no need to
worry; Noravank would be renovated. Exten-
sive renovations began under the auspices of
the State Committee of Monument Preserva-
tion, the church and the diocese. Dicran Had-
jetian was financing the work from Canada.
When he came to Noravank for the first time,
we all marveled at his elation. He was happy
to be the benefactor of Noravank. Whenever
he came to Noravank, he would express his
joy to all the guests, Armenians and foreigners
alike, telling them that he was the benefactor
of Noravank. It gave him great happiness and
joy, a feeling which never abandoned him, not
even in distant Canada.

[ have not been there personally, but I have
learned about the many souvenirs of Noravank
- photos, books and magazines - that he had at
his home and used to show and talk about to
everybody.



ywrhp yniGtu, LnrujwGpnp yarwuwlGgGyag: G hrumbGu
ujudtg 2hGuwrwrnipeniGn, ujuyag vto pwihny, ujuybg
mbsnipjwl hnipwrdwGGarh Yndhsth, Gytantgni ti pbdh
wewygnipjwdp, ti ShgruwG \wtbpjwin htnyhg htnni
uyubg $hGwlGuwynrnidp: Nt Grp Guy wnwehG wGgud
‘Lnrudwlp, hrumbu qurdwGuwih tr wyn dwrnnt nirw-
funipeyniGp, nr hGpp pwrbrwrG t 'LnrujwGph: G GhGytl
Jary, rp nr LnrwdwGp r quihu, hr nirwjunyeniGn
thnranid tr wrswhuwyst pninr hynirGrpG* oswr Lt huwy,
wubiiny nr 'unrujwGph pwrtirwrGt hGpp G wu Grow G-
UnipyniGn, nr uyu SwurnniG@ muwhni§ tr, mwhnid tr Guti
wyGstin hGnwynr UwGwnuyni§: Gu wGdwdp 68 Gngy,
pwyg g Gl pt nrpwG 2ws GG LnruwjwlGph hhpwswy-
Gbrp Grw swGn” GuwirGar, grpnyyGar, wduwgrtr, nrnGp
gnyg tr swhu i mwsdinid tr pninrhG LnrujwGph Gw-
uhG:

‘LnrwdwlGpn hrwumbu niGGgwy hr wurdwGuiynr pwi-
rrurhG 700 swrhGbr htsn tir wjuor 'LnrhG UrpnieyniG
GurtghG Gryrnrn dohwthwn Xuwyrwumbsh Jurqunrni-
eywudp whwduwuhy wyustn t Gyontgnit hngbiinr nwup hr
pnnr pwurdrwushuwG hnginrwwGGarny, dohwthwnn
GwithnrnnipywlG sty gsGytiny yywurnnuguwy Garyw h-
G4, puyg stinh niGguy Mwswirwgn i yurgp pwniwG
war GwuGug urgny, LnrudjwlGph wu unirp hnnnid:
G1 dtGr wunnpepG t, nr Uusywod hr wrnwrGbrh 2uurpnid
nwuh LnrujwlGph pwrbGrwrhG: UGr wnnepd t, nr Jus-
Jwo hwdptrnipeniG sw Xwtbpjwl garnuuswGnd, hngni
fluuunuwinnieyniG, Gi dar wnnepG t ncmbugh Nwttbpjwih
JbruyuwGgGud LnrudwlGpp nwirtr 2uurniGuuly dwnuwyh
hwy dnnnyrnhG:

Gl pnn nr GGw( pwrbtrwrGtrh hhpwswyn orhGni-
ejwdp tnhgh, UAGG:

Noravank found a deserving benefactor
after 700 years. And today, by order of His Holi-
ness Karekin 1I, Supreme Patriarch and Catholi-
cos of All Armenians, who is away on a trip
now and thus couldn’t be present with us, the
whole clergy have gathered here to render li-
turgical service and the funeral in our ancestral
custom at the holy site of Noravank.

And we pray that God accept the benefac-
tor of Noravank among His righteous. We pray
that God grant patience and tranquility to the
Hadjetian family, and that Noravank remain
open for the Armenian people for centuries.

May the memory of such benefactors be
blessed. Amen."
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